
Year 6 Newsletter : Spring 1 2023

Spring 1 2023 in Year 6
Happy New Year and welcome to 2023!  We all hope that you have had a lovely Christmas and New 

Year. Last half term was another period of great achievements. Year 6 had lots of fun getting 
involved in Christmas activities such as the Christmas service, Christmas dinner in the hall and 
taking the starring roles in our Christmas production, Peter Pan. We were very impressed with 
their commitment to the play. Despite limited rehearsal time, they performed a fabulous show 

which was shown to parents and carers for the first time since the start of Covid. 

During this half term, Year 6 will be exploring what life was like for the Ancient Maya and 
developing a deeper understanding of this ancient civilisation who settled in parts of Mexico and 

Central America. 

Many parents have already asked us how they can best support their child in preparing for their 
SATs in May and for the transition into secondary school.  After school booster sessions for all 

children in Year 6 for Maths will be starting on 12th January and SATs revision guides will soon be 
available to order – more details to follow shortly. 

As always, attendance and punctuality is extremely important in Year 6 this term to ensure that 
key learning and revision is not missed. 

If you have any further questions or queries, then please ask. 
Thank you for your continued support.                                    Mrs Blower & Mrs Shelton

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 12th January  – Year 6 after school maths 

booster starts
Friday 17th February – Term ends

Thursday 26th January - Year 6 Inspire Morning

PE
ALL children will require a full PE Kit (plain white 

top and black/dark bottoms) in Year 6. It is 
advised they bring it to school on a Monday and 

return it home for washing on a Friday.  Earrings 
must be removed for each session - plasters 
must not be used to cover earrings. Long hair 

should also be tied back. 
PE will be on Friday afternoons. 

Were the Maya civilisation, civilised?

In Spring 1, the topic ‘Were the Maya 
civilisation, civilised?’ will allow children to take 
part in a range of foundation subjects from the 
National Curriculum and develop an 
understanding of the ancient civilisation of the 
Mayans. 

ART & DESIGN – develop shading techniques 
using graded pencils, using carving skills to make 
Mayan god emblems, exploring artwork by 
Fredrick Catherwood and analysing lithographs. 

GEOGRAPHY – locate and plot significant 
landmarks on a world map, identify human and 
physical features of landmarks, use geographical 
evidence to summarise ideas about landmark 
locations, apply understanding of biomes and 
climates.

DT – follow hygiene rules when cooking and 
preparing food, identify key ingredients for 
different food dishes, evaluate different 
recipes and dishes. 

HISTORY – research life in Mayan Mexico, 
compare the social structures of Mayan 
civilisations, discuss Mayan beliefs, identify key 
events in Mayan history and plot key events on a 
timeline. 



.

Attendance and Punctuality
Attendance and punctuality is extremely important in Year 6.  The government has set the 
guideline for pupil attendance to be 96.2% as the National Standard.  It is very important 
that children are present in school each day to ensure good progress in learning – Every 
day counts! Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is 

in school ready to start their learning by 8.40am.  
Children in Year 6 start each day with Morning Starters which are key to their SATs 

revision, so it is even more important they start school on time.  

Literacy
During this half term, we will develop our writing skills 
using a very moving text by Daniel Pennac – ‘The Eye of 

the Wolf’.  From this, we will be analysing characters and 
settings, and developing our vocabulary further to help us 
write a range emotive narratives. Year 6 will continue to 
develop their reading skills during reading comprehension 
sessions and all children should ensure they are reading at 

home. Our Author Spotlight for January will be Darren 
Shan and February will be Anthony Horowitz.  

Mathematics

In Maths this half term, we will be practising all of the written methods that we have 
been learning since September, and applying them when learning about sequences, 

fractions, shape, coordinates and converting units.  It is really important that all children 
continue to practise their times tables so that they can recite them in order and also 
recall random number facts instantly. Ongoing assessments will be carried out on TT 

Rockstars in order to monitor every child’s progress.

READING BOOKS AND HOMEWORK IN YEAR 6

Homework will be set on a Friday and the deadline for completion will be Wednesday a.m -
this way children will be able to speak to their teachers on Monday or Tuesday if there is 

anything that they don't understand.  Y6 Homework Club is on Monday and Tuesday 
lunchtimes for children to speak to staff about their homework and use a device and 

resources if they need to in order to complete it.  Initially, homework will continue to be 
as in the Autumn term, but will transition to the SATs revision guides once they have 

arrived. 

Reading at home is also extremely important.  Children are encouraged to read each 
evening for 20-30 minutes.  This can be ANY form of text including home reading books, 

library books, comics, newspapers, magazines, online books, E-readers and tablets.  
Anything that is age and ability appropriate for your child will count and should be 

recorded in the reading journal once a week including a parent comment with dated 
signature. 

All children must ensure they bring their reading books and reading journals in to school 
EVERY DAY.  Children in Year 6 will be heard reading at least once a week and will require 

their reading books for this. The Year 6 staff team will monitor reading journal
s and pupils will change reading books each week.  The children will also have 

the chance to borrow books from the class library, school library and Walsall Library 
Service.


