
Reception Newsletter : Spring 1 2023

P.E

It is school policy that every child has a white 
top, black bottoms and suitable footwear for 

weekly P.E lessons.

Please bring named kit in on a Monday. It will 
go home to be washed every Friday. 

Please remove earrings prior to the lesson at 
home.

In Communication and Language, we will  be 
extending our vocabulary as we learn new 
winter words to describe cold climates. We 
will also explore a range of information books 
and stories about the Arctic and Antarctic 
regions.  

In Personal, Social, Emotional Development we 
will be reflecting on our previous learning 
goals and setting new personal challenges to 
take ownership of our personal progression 
and development. 

In Physical Development we will be creating 
fact files for Arctic and Antarctic animals by 
writing key facts. 

In Understanding the World we will be 
comparing colder climates to the UK and 
learning about how animals adapt to their 
environment. 

In Expressive Art and Design we will be 
creating our own individual snowflakes and 
learning about cool toned colours as we paint 
winter scenes. 

The Reception Team would like to wish you a Happy New Year and warm welcome back!

Topic- Our topic this half term is ‘Where Does Snow Go?’. In this topic, children will learn what snow 
is, how it is made and why it falls. Children will conduct an ice cube experiment predicting how fast the 
ice cube will melt. Children will build on their previous understanding of contrasting environments from 
Autumn 2 to learn and explore in depth the cold climate areas of the world, such as the Arctic and 
Antarctic and learn how animals adapt to living in the extreme cold conditions. 
Spellings- Children will be expected to learn 3 spellings each week at school and home. Children will 
have a spelling quiz every Friday and if they get all 3 spellings spelt correctly they will receive a 
special certificate. Children will take these 3 spellings home on a Friday. Spelling practise is part of 
your child’s homework so please support them to practise reading and writing these spellings down on 
paper throughout the week. 
Book Bags- Inside your child’s book bag is a reading book, a reading log and high frequency words. 
Please keep these in your child’s book bag all the time. Book bags must be brought into school 
everyday. There will be a cost for any lost or damaged resources. 
Reading books- Your child will have their reading book changed once a week, please write a comment 
in the reading log once a week when your child has read at home. 
Forest School- Children go to the Forest School every Wednesday so please ensure a pair of named 
wellies are available on their peg all year round (keep in a carrier bag) and an appropriate warm coat 
with a hood. 

*Please make sure all your child’s belongings are named*

If you have any questions or queries please do not hesitate to speak to a member of the Reception 
Team. 

Mrs Adams – Class Teacher, Miss Aveline – Teaching Assistant and Miss Bensley Teaching Assistant.

Dates for your diary

Friday 17th February- Break up for half term 
(back to school on Monday 27th February)



Homework
In Reception, 5-10 minutes of reading with your child should be completed every day. We ask for 
you to complete a comment in their reading log once a week, this will enable us to develop next 
steps for your child. Reading books will be reviewed and changed once a week according to your 

child’s reading ability. A teacher will leave one weekly comment in your child’s reading log so 
assessment of your child’s learning is shared. As books can be shared at any time of the week it is 

very important for reading books and reading logs to be brought to school every day. For any 
reading books which are damaged or not returned to school there will be a charge.

Along with reading books, children will also have high frequency words which they need to practise 
every day. 

Reception will also receive a piece of online homework relating to either maths or phonics learning 
which has taken place during lessons that week. This online homework is given out on a Friday and 
is due back in school by Wednesday. This gives children an opportunity to speak to their teacher 

on Monday or Tuesday if there is something that they don’t understand.
The homework is completed using Purple Mash and is marked by Mrs Adams.

Reception will receive their Topic Homework Challenges at the start of each half term. They have 
been designed so that parents and children can work together on homework tasks.  Please 

complete one homework challenge per week. We hope that you enjoy them.

Attendance and Punctuality
‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child misses is a day of learning lost. The start time for 
Reception is 8:40am. This allows time for children to settle in and hang up coats ready to start 
learning at 8:50am. Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is 

in school ready to start their learning by 8.50am. 

Literacy
Reception will be learning to read words with diagraphs e.g. ‘sh’ ‘ng’ ‘nk’ -
fish, sing, think.  In phonics, we will be using our blending skills to read 

books with decodable words and short sentences. 

Our book focuses this half term will be ‘When Will It Snow? By Kathryn 
White’ which links to our topic and ‘Lazy Ozzie’ by Michael Coleman, 

linking to our school value of the month ‘Be Honest’.

In writing, we will be understanding that sentences need a capital letter, 
finger spaces and a full stop. Children will ensure all letters are formed 

correctly as they write short sentences using high frequency words. 

Numeracy
In Maths, we will be learning to understand the meaning of the 

words ‘more’ and ‘less’. We will begin to complete simple addition 
and subtraction calculations using physical objects. To support 
your child at home you can introduce them to these different 

symbols +, = and – and do some practical addition/subtraction with 
real objects.


