
Year 1 Newsletter : Autumn 2 2022

Thematic Learning

This term our thematic topic is ‘What do 
we know about the Great Fire of London?’ 
which will allow children to develop their 
knowledge of this important historical 
event.

This topic links with History as the 
children will be developing their 
understanding of the past by comparing 
the differences between London in 1600 
and London now. They will also be learning 
about the events during the fire and how 
people were affected.

In Design and Technology children will be 
learning how to bake bread, linking this 
to their knowledge of where and how the 
fire started. They will also be using their 
cutting and gluing skills to cut and stick 
together a model of a house which will be 
used to make a street to investigate how 
the fire spread.

In Science we will be learning about the 
materials houses were made of in the 
1600’s and how this contributed to the 
spread of the fire.

This topic also provides opportunities to 
develop writing skills as we investigate 
Samuel Pepys’ diary and write diaries 
from the perspective of someone 
watching the fire.

I would like to start by thanking all of the parents and carers for your support in Autumn 1 and 
a special thanks to those of you who assisted us on our visits to Bentley and Walsall for the 
topic ‘What Can I See Around Me?’. The topic was a great success and the children learnt lots 
about the landmarks and significant figures of the local area. In our new topic ‘What do we 
know about the Great Fire of London?’ we will be learning lots about what happened during the 
fire with lots of fun and challenging activities for the children to partake in.
If there are any issues please do not hesitate to make an appointment with the school office to 
speak to a member of Year 1 staff.
Many thanks,
Miss Stone, Ms Kumari and Miss Millward

Dates for your diary
Children in Need- Friday 18th November

Year 1 Class Assembly- Friday 18th November
Christmas Fayre- Wednesday 30th November
KS1 Christmas Performance- Tuesday 6th

December, Wednesday 7th December- details to 
follow

Year 1 visit to Panto- Wednesday 14th

December
Carol Service- Thursday 15th December- parents 

are welcome to attend at Emmanuel Church
Library Van- 16th November, 7th December 

P.E
Please remember that there is a requirement 

that your child wears a white t-shirt, dark 
bottoms and appropriate footwear for P.E. 

P.E kits should be brought in on Monday and 
taken home on Friday to be washed.

Earrings should be removed to take part in PE. 
Please ensure your child knows how to remove 

their earrings or does not wear earrings to 
school on a Monday.



Homework- Reminder

In Year 1, children are expected to develop some independent work skills. This includes 
reading (approx 10 minutes per night). We are trying to encourage a love of reading at County 

Bridge and would love you to share some of your favourite books, stories, poems etc. with 
your child. Reading books will also be sent home from school which MUST be brought to 

school every day to be used in to be used in one to one reading sessions with a member of 
staff.

Your child will also have a Reading Journal – We encourage you to write in this book once a 
week when you hear your child read. We would really love to create a dialogue between 

parents and school. 

Maths homework will continue to be set on Purple Mash, on a Friday and the deadline for 
completion will be Wednesday a.m - this way children will be able to speak to their teachers 

on Monday or Tuesday if there is anything that they don't understand.

Spellings will also be set weekly on Purple Mash on a Friday. They will then do their spelling 
test on the following Friday. Your child is expected to learn their spellings by carrying out 

Look, Cover, Write & Check and then use the spellings in context by writing different 
sentences. Your child’s Purple Mash homework will be marked by Miss Stone or Miss Millward.

Your child will also receive a Thematic Homework Challenge this week. This has been designed 
to encourage collaborative work between children and their parents. It can be handed in at 

any point during the half term and should reflect children’s learning in school.

.
Attendance and Punctuality

The continued message from last year is of course that 
‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child misses is a day of learning lost. Please 

support us by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is in school ready to start 
their learning by 8.50am. 

Literacy
In Literacy we will be continuing to develop phonics skills 
so that children can apply them when reading and writing. 

Our text focus for this term is ‘The Gruffalo’ by Julia 
Donaldson. This story allows for lots of opportunities for 

children to develop descriptive language in order to 
describe characters and settings and write their own part 
of the story. We will also be learning how to use a capital 
letter for I and will be applying full stops, capital letters 

and finger spaces in all sentences.

Numeracy
In Numeracy we will continue to focus on children’s number recognition and counting 
skills as we will learn to count in 2s, 5s and 10s. We will also be introducing multiplication 
and division practically and then solving calculations through jottings. The children will 
also be learning to recognise coins and notes, measure weight and find half of objects 
and amounts. To conclude the term we will be recapping 2D and 3D shape and finding 
shapes in the environment.


