
Reception Newsletter : Autumn 2 2022

P.E

It is school policy that every child has a white 
top, black bottoms and suitable footwear for 

weekly P.E lessons.

Please bring named kit in on a Monday. It will 
go home to be washed every Friday. 

Please remove earrings prior to the lesson at 
home.

In Communication and Language we will be 
describing our surrounding community 
landscape. We will also be listening carefully 
to geographical instructions whilst 
developing our map reading skills with peers. 

In Personal, Social, Emotional Development 
we will be learning to communicate our 
feelings and emotions. We will learn to work 
collaboratively by sharing ideas and opinions.

In Physical Development we will be 
enhancing our handwriting by holding our 
pencil effectively with good control. Our 
gross motor skills will be strengthened in PE 
lessons which will focus on dance. 

In Understanding the World we will be 
learning about our immediate locality. This 
will extend outwards as we study the wider 
world and contrasting environments. 

In Expressive Art and Design we will be 
developing our sense of rhythm and moving 
to the beat within Music lessons. 

Welcome back to Reception.  We hope you had a wonderful break!
Topic- Our topic this half term is ‘Can We Explore It?’. Children will learn about our local community. 
We will explore buildings and the landscape surrounding our school. Children will be able to describe 
their local community in detail such as listing religious places of worship, supermarkets and parks.  
Children will develop an awareness of nearby towns and cities. Children will become competent at 
reading simple maps and in time they will have the skills to be able to create their own maps. 
Continuing with our geographical focus, children will learn seasonal changes and gain an understanding 
of contrasting environments from around the world. 
Book Bags- Inside the book bag is a reading book, a reading log and high frequency words. Please keep 
these in your child’s book bag all the time. Book bags must be brought into school everyday. There 
will be a cost for any lost or damaged resources. 
Reading books- Your child will have their reading book changed once a week, please write a comment 
in the reading log once a week when your child has read at home. Reading provides an excellent 
opportunity to empower your child, they can take the lead and talk about pictures, characters and 
settings. This also develops children’s confidence and communication skills.
High frequency and tricky words- As mentioned, in your child’s book bag you will find a sheet of high 
frequency and tricky words. Please practise reading these words with your child regularly, a short 
burst reading a few everyday if possible. 
Outdoor learning- Children enjoy outdoor learning opportunities every day so please ensure your child 
has the correct weather proof clothing. We ask for a pair of named wellies available on their peg all 
year round (keep in a carrier bag) and an appropriate warm coat with a hood. 

*Please make sure all your child’s belongings are named*

We understand you may have many questions or queries at this time of the year, please do not 
hesitate to speak to a member of the Reception Team. 

Mrs Adams – Class Teacher, Miss Aveline – Teaching Assistant and Miss Bensley Teaching Assistant.

Dates for your diary

• Thursday 3rd November- Early Years 
Diwali celebration morning.

• Wednesday 30th November- Xmas Fayre

• Thursday 8th December- Early Years 
Christmas craft morning. 

• Friday 9th December- Nasal Flu 
Vaccinations

• Wednesday 14th December- Christmas 
Pantomime at Walsall Arena. 

• Friday 16th December- End of Term. 



Homework
In Reception, 5-10 minutes of reading with your child should be completed every day. We ask for 
you to complete a comment in their reading log once a week, this will enable us to develop next 
steps for your child. Reading books will be reviewed and changed once a week according to your 

child’s reading ability. A teacher will leave one weekly comment in your child’s reading log so 
assessment of your child’s learning is shared. As books can be shared at any time of the week it is 

very important for reading books and reading logs to be brought to school every day. For any 
reading books which are damaged or not returned to school there will be a charge.

Along with reading books, children will also have high frequency words which they need to practise 
every day. 

Reception will also receive a piece of online homework relating to either maths or phonics learning 
which has taken place during lessons that week. This online homework is given out on a Friday and 
is due back in school by Wednesday. This gives children an opportunity to speak to their teacher 

on Monday or Tuesday if there is something that they don’t understand.
The homework is completed using Purple Mash and is marked by Mrs Adams.

Reception will receive their Topic Homework Challenges at the start of each half term. They have 
been designed so that parents and children can work together on homework tasks.  Please 

complete one homework challenge per week. We hope that you enjoy them.

Attendance and Punctuality
‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child misses is a day of learning lost. The start time for 
Reception is 8:40am. This allows time for children to settle in and hang up coats ready to start 
learning at 8:50am. Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is 

in school ready to start their learning by 8.50am. 

Literacy
Reception children will be focusing on reading high frequency words by 

sight this half term.

In Phonics, children will be learning to blend a range of new words, as well 
as reading previously learnt words at a fast pace by ‘Fredding in our head’

Our book focuses this half term will be ‘Rama and Sita- The Story of 
Diwali by Malachy Doyle’ and ‘Sailor Bear’ by our class author Martin 

Waddell.

In writing, we will be using our letter rhymes to form all letters correctly. 
Children will be supported to write short captions. Children will use their 

phonic knowledge to write some simple CVC words independently.

Numeracy
In Maths, we will be learning about pattern and shape this half term. We 
will be creating patterns with everyday objects around us and developing 

these simple patterns into more complex patterns. We will recap our 
knowledge of 2D shapes and expand on this by learning the properties of 

2D shapes. 


