
Year 5 Newsletter : Autumn 1 2022

Our topic this half term is called ‘What 
makes Britain great?’ and is an exciting 
Geography and History based topic. We will 
be using our Geography skills to explore and 
become familiar with a range of maps and use 
the most appropriate maps to locate 
different areas within the UK. In History, we 
will explore how Great Britain got its name 
and will gain a clearer understanding of the 
role of our King and the U.K’s place in the 
Commonwealth. Within D&T, we will be 
creating our own contoured mountain ranges 
linked to what we have discovered using 
Ordnance Survey maps and will also make our 
own traditional British dish by preparing and 
cooking ingredients. We will complete a lot of 
research in this topic in order to answer 
questions, so will be using the iPads to 
complete independent and group research 
tasks. To remain safe online we will be 
following our e-safety rules. 

P.E
All children need to bring their full P.E kit 
into school on Monday and take it home on 
Friday to be washed. P.E kits should 
include a plain white top, dark trousers or 
shorts and trainers or pumps. Please 
ensure that your child also has provisions 
for outdoor P.E in colder weather.

Dates for  your diary

•Whole School Llandudno Trip - Friday 
23rd September

•Class Assembly-Friday 14TH October

•Harvest Festival – Wednesday 12th

October 

•Parents' Evening – Thursday 20th

October 

Welcome to year 5! 

We are hoping that you have had a lovely summer break and time to relax. We are very 
happy and excited as a staff team to start the new academic year. As the second oldest 
in the school, Year 5 want to focus on being the school role models and setting the right 
example for behaviour for the rest of the school. We really want to ensure we are being 
mindful of our attendance throughout the school year as every day of learning counts and 
helps us become responsible young learners. We are a love to read school and I do 
personally want to ensure this is celebrated in Year 5 this year. If you have any questions 
for us throughout the year please don’t hesitate to ask and we will be more than happy to 
help.

Thank you very much, 

Miss Jenkins, Miss Hodson and Miss Teague. 

For Science, our theme is ‘Earth and Space’ 
and we will be exploring the movement and 
rotation of the Earth, as well as discovering 
information about the other planets in our 
solar system. We will learn he works of 
famous historical scientists and explore, 
through investigation, their theories



Homework

In Year 5, children are expected to develop their independent work skills. This includes 
reading (approx 15-20 minutes per night). We are trying to encourage a love of reading at 
County Bridge as we are a ‘LOVE TO READ’ school and would love you to share some of your 
favourite books, stories, poems etc with your child. 

Reading books will also be sent home from school & your child will have the opportunity to 
borrow a free choice book from our school library. Your child will also have a Reading Journal –
We encourage you to write in this book once a week when you hear your child read. We would 
really love to create a dialogue between parents and school. 

Individual spellings will also be set home weekly. Your child is expected to learn their spellings 
by carrying out Look, Cover, Write & Check and then use the spellings in context by writing 
interesting and varied sentences. Your child will also receive a Thematic Homework Challenge 
this week. This piece has been designed to encourage collaborative work between children and 
their parents. It can be handed in at any point during the half term and should reflect 
children’s learning in school. Homework is due to be submitted by Wednesday if not before. 
This gives children an opportunity to speak to their teacher on Monday or Tuesday if there is 
something that they don’t understand. 

Children will have homework assigned to them online (purple mash) as well as weekly 
spellings. 

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message from last year is of course that 

‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child misses is a day of learning lost. 
Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is in 

school ready for learning at 8.50am. 

Literacy
This half term, Year 5 will be reading and exploring ‘Engelbert 

Sneem and His Dream Vacuum Machine’ written by Daniel Postgate. 
The children will be exploring the character of Engelbert Sneem 
and how the author portrays him justifying their answers using 

evidence from the text. We will be exploring poetry, instructional 
writing, setting descriptions and diary entries whilst reading this 
book and there will be a strong focus on developing key reading 
skills such as making predictions, inferences and being able to 

summarise the text as a whole. 

Numeracy
Year 5 will be securing and extending their understanding of place value in increasingly large 
numbers up to a million using correct written methods and jottings. In Year 5, we encourage 

children to use lots of jottings and talk about their mathematical processing in order to really 
understand these skills so please do encourage your child to do the same when completing any 

numeracy homework too. Throughout the half term, we will be covering fractions and percentages 
in order for the children to identify, order and compare them with confidence. Times tables and 

division facts are still a huge part of maths in Year 5, so if you could continue to support your 
child with their times tables up to 12x12, it would benefit them greatly. It is a requirement that 
your child completes the set sessions on TimesTable Rockstars (TTRS) 3x per week as part of 

their weekly homework.


