
Year 4 Newsletter : Summer 1 2022

P.E
Please remember that there is a 

requirement that your child wears a 
white t-shirt, dark bottoms and 
appropriate footwear for P.E.

P.E kits should be brought in on  
Monday and taken home on Friday to 

be washed.

Please remember to send your child 
with their swimming kits every 

Friday.

Our topic this half term is ‘What do I know 
about the Black Country?’. We will be kicking 
off our learning by finding out what the Black 
Country is and developing our skills in using an 
atlas to locate UK counties. We will then be 
investigating the counties that make up the 
United Kingdom. Next we will be stepping 
back in time to the 18th century and will 
investigate what life was like before the 
industrial revolution through an information 
retrieval exercise. Once we have looked into 
this, we will make predictions on how the 
steam train affected the lives of the people 
from this time period. 

After this, we will be looking in-depth at the 
events that led to the Rounds Green Colliery 
disaster. Drawing on a range of historical 
evidence, we will look at who is to blame for 
the disaster and the impact this had. 

We will be exploring the meaning of ‘economy’ 
and linking this to local tourist attractions. 
We will be working collaboratively to create 
an informative book of Black Country Tourist 
attractions.

We are extremely excited to be able to bring 
our topic to life by taking the children on a 
visit to the Black Country Living Museum, 
where children will learn about the Black 
Country’s mining history.

We hope you have had a restful and happy Easter break and are as excited as we are for the 
start of the summer term! This term will be jam packed with lots of fabulous learning. 
Our thematic topic this half term is all about the Black Country and we will be diving deep into 
its history. We are really excited about this new topic and I’m sure the children will love learning 
about local history too. May we take this opportunity to thank you all for your efforts last half 
term with the Easter challenge, it was so lovely to see so many children taking part! Myself, Miss 
Carless and Mrs Lochan are looking forward to seeing all of the children back in the classroom 
and as always, if you have any queries or concerns, please don’t hesitate to call or make an 
appointment to see us. 
Thank you,
Miss Highfield.

Dates for your diary
May bank holiday – Monday 2nd May
Black Country Living Museum Trip- Thursday 
5th May
Inset Day- Friday 27th May

In Science, children will be exploring the topic ‘Electricity’ where we will be discovering types of 
electricity and investigating how to make a working circuit through exploring various conductors. 
The children will also be challenged to create a buzzer for a game show using their knowledge of 
circuits. 



Homework

In Year 4, children are expected to develop some independent work skills. This includes reading (approx
20-30 minutes per night) We are trying to encourage a love of reading at County Bridge and would love 
you to share some of your favorite books, stories, poems etc with your child. Reading books will also be 

sent home from school.

Your child will also have a Reading Journal – We encourage you to write in this book once a week when 
you hear your child read. We would really love to create a dialogue between parents and school. Thanks.

Individual spellings will also be sent home weekly. Your child is expected to learn their spellings by 
carrying out Look, Cover, Write & Check and then use the spellings in context by writing interesting and 

varied sentences. 

Your child will also receive a Thematic Homework Challenge this week. This piece has been designed to 
encourage collaborative work between children and their parents. It can be handed in at any point 

during the half term and should reflect children’s learning in school.

As you are aware, homework is set on Purple Mash and should be completed weekly. In Year 4, children 
also have weekly TT Rockstars sessions that they should complete each week. Homework will be set on a 
Friday and the deadline for completion will be Wednesday a.m - this way children will be able to speak to 

their teachers on Monday or Tuesday if there is anything that they don't understand.

Thank you for your ongoing support and as always, we are happy to answer any questions you may have.

.

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message is of course that 

‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child misses is a day of learning lost. Please 
support us by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is in school ready to 

start their learning on time. This is particularly crucial after the missed learning that the 
Covid-19 school closures may have caused.

Literacy
In Literacy this half term, we will be looking closely at the book ‘Ice 

Palace’ by Robert Swindells. We will be becoming inference detectives 
whilst reading this story and understanding how authors create imaginary 
worlds through the use of similes and descriptive language. We will have a 

focus on adjectives in the first week, to really build up our vocabulary. 
We will write diary entries and plan and write our own story set in an 

imaginary world, as well as write a poem based on the book. 

Numeracy
This half term, Year 4 will be developing their skills around the written methods, from 

column method for addition and subtraction to the short methods for both multiplication and 
division. All methods will be practised using increasingly harder numbers. We will also recap 

fractions and decimals again this half term. We will be solving problems involving increasingly 
harder fractions, recognising and writing decimal equivalents, adding and subtracting 

fractions over a whole and converting improper fractions into mixed numbers. From this, we 
will sequence, compare and solve problems using fractions. We will also be focusing on 

measure this half term where we will be finding the area of a rectilinear shapes by counting 
squares and will then apply this into problems.

Finally, we will be describing the position of points using coordinates and shapes as 
translations. This half term, your child must be able to recall all of their multiplication tables 
to 12 x 12 in order to achieve the expected standard. Could you please make it a priority at 
home to practise all these multiplication tables regularly through Times Table Rockstars. 

Thank you. 


