
Year 5 Newsletter : Spring 2 2022

P.E
Please ensure that a full P.E kit is in school on Monday 

and it is taken home on Friday to be washed.  

As usual, children are expected to wear a white t-shirt 
with dark bottoms and appropriate footwear. PE this 
half term will be outdoors so it is advised that your 

child wears joggings bottoms and a hoodie or jumper to 
ensure they are warm. 

Hair should be tied back and jewellery should

not be worn.

Our new thematic topic is 

‘Was Henry VIII a good guy?!’

This half term, Year 5 will become amateur 
historians and learn how to evaluate a wide 
range of evidence in order to reach a 
conclusion as to whether or not they believe 
Henry VIII was a good King, a great ruler or a 
ruthless tyrant. What sort of man would order 
the beheading of his wife? Was she really that 
bad?  We’ll travel back in time to the 1500s 
and meet the terrifying Tudors, a domineering 
dynasty that changed our history. 

We’ll discuss how bias can influence our 
interpretation of historical evidence and also 
how evidence can be generated to influence 
the viewer and change their opinion.

Henry VIII’s life will be interrogated, in 
particular his rocky romances, some of the 
ruthless decisions that he made, his love of 
portraits and his rather impressive banquets 
which will all help to build a picture of his 
overall character.

Year 5 will develop their portraiture skills and 
will get involved creating some sweet treats 
that Henry himself would have loved!!

Welcome back! 
We hope that you’ve had a restful week and have managed to create some fabulous family memories, 
despite the mixed weather that we’ve had.
It’s hard to believe that we are half way through the academic year already! Year 5 have already 
developed so much and have completed some fabulous learning which we are sure you will be thrilled to 
see once we return to ‘normal’ parents’ evenings in school.
We have some really engaging books and topics this half term and we would really like you to get involved 
in your child’s learning with them. The response to the BIG topic homework challenges hasn’t been great 
so far so we are calling on you to make Spring 2’s challenge BIGGER and BETTER than ever. Remember 
these challenges are the opportunity for you to create something wonderful WITH your child.
The same goes for all other learning, whether that be times tables or sharing a book together. Let’s 
create a real partnership between the learning in school and what your children share at home.
Remember to keep an eye on ‘Marvellous Me’ for those messages and fantastic ‘Badges’ awarded to your 
child. As always, if you have any queries, please come and see us.
Miss Casewell, Miss Snowball and Mrs Pugh

Dates for your diary
World Book Day: Wednesday 9th March

Red Nose Day: Friday 18th March

Our topic in Science this half term is ‘Animals 
including Humans’. Within this topic, children will 
complete independent research to explore the 
difference in mammal gestation periods and note any 
patterns they find. They will then focus on how 
humans grow and develop from a foetus until old age.



Homework

In Year 5, children are expected to develop their independent work skills. This includes reading (approx 20-
30 minutes per night) We are trying to encourage a love of reading at County Bridge and would love you to 
share some of your favorite books, stories, poems etc with your child. Reading books will also be sent home 

from school & your child will have the opportunity to borrow a free choice book from our school library. Your 
child will also have a Reading Journal – We encourage you to write in this book once a week when you hear 

your child read. We would really love to create a dialogue between parents and school. 

Individual spellings will also be sent home weekly. Your child is expected to learn their spellings by carrying 
out Look, Cover, Write & Check in the book provided and then use the spellings in context by writing 

interesting and varied sentences. These books will need to be handed in every Wednesday.

Your child is expected to log into and complete the set sessions on TTRS every week as part of their weekly 
homework. By completing these sessions, your child will become fluent and confident in recalling all 

multiplication and division facts which is crucial when accessing all areas of maths.

Your child will also receive a Thematic Homework Challenge this week. This piece has been designed to 
encourage collaborative work between children and their parents. It can be handed in at any point during the 

half term and should reflect children’s learning in school.

An additional piece of homework will be set via Google Classrooms which will be based on what your child has 
been learning in class that week. All homework is due by Wednesday if not before. This gives children an 

opportunity to speak to their teacher on Monday or Tuesday if there is something that they don’t 
understand.

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message this year is of course that  ‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child 

misses is a day of learning lost.  Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school every day 
and is in school on time. Year 5 really need to make some moves on the BIG attendance race and we can 
only do this if the WHOLE class are on board. There are prizes to be won that we still haven’t achieved

Literacy
Our Literacy text this half term is ‘The Chicken gave it to me’ 

by Anne Fine.  Through reading the book we will develop our key 
comprehension skills, in particular predicting and inferring using 

evidence to support our responses.  This text brings up many 
social and ethical dilemmas which will be addressed and debated 
through discussion and the work produced throughout the half 

term will build up to a final argumentative piece of writing 
where we will address the issues faced within the book.

Numeracy
In maths this term we will be revising our knowledge of place value and written calculations 

before moving on to identifying mixed number and improper fractions and converting between 
the two, adding and subtracting fractions with the same denominator and finding fractions of 
quantities.  There will be a focus on shape, in both 2D & 3D forms and children will also work 
on converting between different units of metric measure. Alongside our daily maths lessons, 
we will have a strong focus on times tables, as these will help in ALL of our maths work. It is 
therefore very important that you support your child to learn their times tables at home on a 

daily basis; this will make your child’s learning in every single lesson so much easier.
In year 5, children need to know all their multiplication and division facts up to and including 

the 12X table in order to be at the expected level by the end of the year.   
Please support any work that is sent home so that your child doesn’t enter Year 6 at a 

disadvantage – times table knowledge is an essential part of any arithmetic work that we 
complete.
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