
Religious Education Long Term Planning – Summary of Year 4 Units  

  

AUTUMN 1 – What is it like to be a Hindu? AUTUMN 2 – What is it like to be a Hindu? 
Aim: To explore and discover how the Hindu religion is practiced. Using stories, artefacts, visitors (where possible) and simple research 

children learn about the practice of Hindu worship and celebration in a diverse society. 

 

Children will contemplate objects that might symbolise themselves and notice similarities and differences between these and symbols of 

Durga the goddess. 

After studying Brahma, Vishnu & Shiva (the Trimurti), children will show an understanding that Hindus believe in one god, Brahman, but 

that he can be represented in many different ways. 

Children will be able to identify some objects and actions used in Hindu worship. Explaining what these mean to Hindus. 

Children will be able to describe the importance of a shrine in a home or mandir to Hindu people and understand the differences 

between the two. 

Children will understand the importance of ‘community’ when worshipping and be able to express their own views about what makes a 

space sacred. 

Children will study the story of Rama & Sita (and its importance when celebrating Diwali), understand the theme of good overcoming evil 

and be able to explain what influences them to be good/bad. 

Children will identify the use of ‘light’ as a symbol in religion and can make links between the ways that light is used in celebration. 

 

 

SPRING 1 – Learning from Islam. Keeping 5 

pillars: what difference does it make? 

SPRING 2 – Christian and Hindu answers to 

questions: What is God like? What matters most 

in life? What happens when we die? 
Aim: To enable children to understand the significance of the five 

Pillars of Islam and to reflect on sources of strength in their own 

lives. 

 

Children will understand the idea of life being a journey and will 

suggest the types of spiritual, moral and physical support that 

people might need on this journey. 

Children will be able to describe the key qualities of Muhammed 

and will compare what matters in their own life with Muslim beliefs 

in the Shahadah. 

Children will describe the practice of prayer in Islam and relate it 

to their own experiences and ideas about praying and God. 

Children will make links between charity, Zakah and generosity in 

Islam, to their own beliefs. 

Children will be able to describe reasons why Muslims choose to 

fast during Ramadan. 

Children will draw on their knowledge of pilgrimages to explain a 

range of reasons why Muslims journey to Makkah. 

Children will be able to summarise the 5 Pillars of Islam and 

explain the effect that following these beliefs will have on the life 

of a Muslim. 

 

Aim: To explore Christian and Hindu beliefs about God and about 

life’s journey through stories, examples and practices. 

 

 

Children will be able to explain how life is seen as a journey by 

many and will be able to suggest their own metaphors for life, 

giving reasons. 

Children will be able to understand a range of different ideas 

about gods and goddesses in Hindu worship. 

Children will be able to identify the importance of daily worship 

for Hindus and can make links between the duties for life of 

Hindus and duties in their own lives. 

Children will understand the Hindu belief of reincarnation. 

Children will be able to make connections between the music and 

the beliefs of the Christian community and link the idea of music 

having spiritual/religious importance in their own lives. 

Children can discuss how life and death are part of a journey of 

life for Christians and can give their own respectful opinions 

about life after death. 

Children will be able to make comparisons regarding Christian and 

Hindu beliefs about life and death. 

SUMMER 1 – Finding reasons to care through 

religious stories 

SUMMER 2 – Finding reasons to care through 

religious stories 
Aim: From stories about The Good Samaritan, the Prodigal Son, Zacchaeus and the crucifixion of Jesus, children will consider questions 

about caring and fairness, developing an understanding of how stories from scripture have an influence on Christians today. 

 

Children can make links between their own ideas about caring and the Bible’s teaching and will understand how Jesus taught his followers 

to care through stories. 

Children will understand that a neighbour could be anyone and apply the meaning of the story of the Good Samaritan to groups who are 

enemies today. 

Through story, children will describe the values of fairness and generosity and will develop their understanding of repentance and 

conversion and give modern examples of these ideas. 

Children will identify through the stories of Mother Teresa and Doctor Barnardo how some people give extra special care because of their 

religious beliefs. 

Children will show empathy with someone who has suffered or who might need or desire forgiveness, showing their understanding. 

Children will be able to identify fairness and unfairness in the story of Jesus’ death and be able to empathise with someone who has 

suffered unfairness, showing their understanding of the values of forgiveness, generosity and kindness. 

  

  

 


