
Year 5 Newsletter : Summer 2 2021

P.E

Year 5 will begin swimming lessons this half 
term and will need to have a swimming costume, 

hat and towel with them every Monday. 
Although this will form the basis of their PE 

lessons this half term, they will need a full PE 
kit in school too that will be left on their peg.

Alternative footwear should also be available 
every day for when children use the Trim Trail. 

Thematic Learning

This half term, Year 5 will be ‘going green’ 
as they take on a unique project aimed at 

improving the world in which they live.

We will begin by understanding the term 
‘sustainability’ and how our actions can 
impact the world. Children will then get 
the chance to really impact change in our 
school by addressing a key environmental 
concern – the use of single-use plastic 
bottles.

We will then become green-fingered 
gardeners in the second half of the term 
as we investigate plants and have a go at 
planting our own crops that we can actually 
use in our own meals.

The unit will be led by the children’s 
passion to improve their environment but 
will also be guided by some experts in the 
field who will talk to our children about 
how little people can make a big 
difference!

Welcome back!
It’s hard to believe that this is your child’s final half-term in Year 5. It doesn’t seem five minutes since 
we were welcoming your child through the door in September but here we are ready to face the final six 
weeks of the year. As a staff team, we must congratulate your children on how well they settled back in 
to school life after so long working from home. They really have adapted well and made some great 
progress last half term. We were particularly pleased with work produced around our literacy text, ‘The 
Firework-Maker’s Daughter’, so much so that we have collated all of their writing into a class book that 
the children will now get the chance to read and enjoy in our reading corner.
This final half term is going to be action-packed, with events such as swimming lessons, Sports Day and 
Transition Week so please keep your eyes peeled for the weekly newsletter which will give you up-to-
date information. We still have a lot of learning to do over the next few weeks, in getting your child 
ready for Year 6 so we really would value your support in making sure that all homework and reading 
tasks are completed on time.
As always, please do speak to us at hometime or make an appointment via the school office should you 
have any queries. Thank you. Miss Snowball, Miss Casewell and Mrs Critch

Dates for your diary

•Thursday 10th June - School photographer -
class photos

•Friday 2nd July - Sports Day (spectators are 
not allowed due to Covid restrictions)

•Monday 5th July - Transition Week

•Friday 16th July - Break up for Summer 
Holidays.

Our topic in Science this half term is Living 
things and their habitats. Within this topic, 
children will learn more about the world around 
them including the reproduction of plants and 
explore the life cycles of mammals, birds, insects 
and amphibians.



Homework

After the success of using Google Classrooms recently, we have decided that this is how we will 
continue deliver homework tasks in Year 5. This will not only engage the children but it will also cut 

down on items being brought back and forward from school. Homework will be set on a Friday and the 
deadline for completion will be Wednesday a.m - this way children will be able to speak to their 

teachers on Monday or Tuesday if there is anything that they don't understand.

Year 5 children should be aiming to read at home every day for at least half an hour. This should be 
a combination of their home reading book and books which they have chosen for themselves. Encourage 
your children to read a range of texts as well as reading with them as this should encourage reading for 

pleasure.

Individual spellings will also be sent home weekly via Purple Mash. Your child is expected to learn their 
spellings by carrying out Look, Cover, Write & Check and then use the spellings in context by writing 
interesting and varied sentences. There is also a list of spellings in their Reading Record books which 

children should be able to spell by the end of Year 5. 

Your child also has a Reading Journal – We encourage you to write in this book once a week, when you 
hear your child read. We would really love to create a dialogue between parents and school. Thanks. 

Year 5 will also receive a Topic Homework Challenge. It has been designed so that parents and children 
can work together on homework tasks. We hope that you enjoy it.

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message this year is of course that  ‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child 

misses is a day of learning lost.  Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school every day 
and is in school on time. EVERY day is even more important after this period of lockdown so please 

support us support your child by ensuring that they are in school every day. Thank you

Literacy
This half term, we will be studying a brand new book for Year 5 called 
‘Black Dog’ by Levi Pinfold. It is a stunning picture book aimed at older 
children where we have the opportunity to investigate deeper issues 

through the use of our inference and prediction skills.
As it is the last half term of the year, we will revisit the key 

objectives for Year 5 and we will apply them into a beautifully emotive 
version of the story to end the year.

Please do support your child with their weekly spellings as it is key 
that they are now using them in their writing. Thank you.

Numeracy

This half term, we will be securing all written methods for the 4 operations in preparation for 
Year 6. We will be applying these methods into solving a range of multi step problems 
including scaling and correspondence problems. We will also be adding and subtracting 

fractions, multiplying mixed number and improper fractions by whole numbers and making 
connections between fractions, decimals and percentages. Towards the end of the half term, 
we will introduce children to more units of measure and will convert between these units of 

measure. We will be using approximate equivalences between metric units and common 
imperial units such as inches, pounds and pints. Again, we will secure these steps and apply 

them into a range of problems ready for Year 6.


