
Year 5 Newsletter : Summer 1 2021

P.E

Please ensure that a full P.E kit is in 
school on Monday and it is taken home on 

Friday to be washed.  

As usual, children are expected to wear a 
white t-shirt with dark bottoms and 

appropriate footwear.  Hair should be tied 
back and jewellery should not be worn.

Alternative footwear should also be 
available every day for when children use 

the Trim Trail 

Our new thematic topic is 

‘What’s across ‘The Pond’?

This half term, Year 5 will take a virtual trip 
across the Atlantic Ocean, sometimes known as 
‘The Pond’ to discover what life is like in the 
great continent of North America.

We will travel from Canada, through the 
United States and into the Caribbean as we 
discover how the North American countries 
are similar and yet so very different to ours.

In a predominantly geography-based unit, we 
will look at the key natural and man-made 
features of North American countries and will 
discover what it is that causes these countries 
to have such differing climates. 

We will investigate time zones across the 
world, study the lives of the Inuit people of 
Canada and will even turn our hand to designing 
and making our own Inuit Totem Poles.

Finally we will make comparisons between the 
U.K and the stunning landscape of St Lucia and 
whilst dreaming of basking on a Caribbean 
beach, we may even turn our hand to some 
traditional cooking techniques.

Welcome back! 
Here we are in the final term of what has been a really unusual academic year. 
Firstly, Year 5 must be congratulated in the way in which they returned to school in Spring 2 and how 
they really showed their resilience and determination in getting back into the routines of working from 
school. They also amazed us with the creative and eye-catching Easter egg designs that they brought in 
for our annual competition. We believe it was one of the best turn outs for a year 5 class that we’ve had 
for a long time! Thank you for all of your time and support with their entries.
We, as usual, have a busy term of learning ahead of us and will do our very best to make it as active and 
enjoyable for the children as possible.
Find below an outline of the learning that will take place in Year 5 this half term so that you can support 
and encourage your child from home. 
As always, should you have any questions or queries regarding your child’s learning, please don’t hesitate 
to contact one of the Year 5 team and keep an eye out for those Marvellous Me rewards as we have a 
feeling that there will be some fabulous work produced this term!
Miss Casewell, Miss Snowball and Mrs Critch

Dates for your diary

Our topic in Science this half term is Forces. Within this 
topic, we will be understanding the different types of 
forces that act upon an object on land, water and air. We 
will be conducting a range of group investigations to then 
make conclusions about the forces that are happening. We 
will apply our knowledge and use specific scientific 
language within our science writing to explain our findings. 



Homework

After the success of using Google Classrooms recently, we have decided that this is how we will 
continue deliver homework tasks in Year 5. This will not only engage the children but it will also cut 

down on items being brought back and forward from school. Homework will be set on a Friday and the 
deadline for completion will be Wednesday a.m - this way children will be able to speak to their 

teachers on Monday or Tuesday if there is anything that they don't understand.

Year 5 children should be aiming to read at home every day for at least half an hour. This should be 
a combination of their home reading book and books which they have chosen for themselves. Encourage 
your children to read a range of texts as well as reading with them as this should encourage reading for 

pleasure.

Individual spellings will also be sent home weekly via Google Classroom. Your child is expected to learn 
their spellings by carrying out Look, Cover, Write & Check and then use the spellings in context by 

writing interesting and varied sentences. There is also a list of spellings in their Reading Record books 
which children should be able to spell by the end of Year 5. 

Your child also has a Reading Journal – We encourage you to write in this book once a week, when you 
hear your child read. We would really love to create a dialogue between parents and school. Thanks. 

Year 5 will also receive a Topic Homework Challenge. It has been designed so that parents and children 
can work together on homework tasks. We hope that you enjoy it.

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message this year is of course that  ‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child 

misses is a day of learning lost.  Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school every day 
and is in school on time. EVERY day is even more important after this period of lockdown so please 

support us support your child by ensuring that they are in school every day. Thank you

Literacy
This half term, the children will be exploring another fantastic 
story from our class author- Philip Pullman called ‘The Firework 
Maker’s Daughter’. This book follows Lila on her journey to find 

the secret gift which we will find out as we read on. We will firstly 
use our inference and retrieval skills to understand each character 

that we meet and answer a variety of questions about what we 
have read in the story. We will be writing a letter as Lila to her 

father and will be retelling the story in 1st person from Lila’s point 
of view. 

Numeracy
In maths this half term, we will begin by looking at statistics. Your child will interrogate a range of 
graphs and tables and will decide which is most suitable for a given task. There will then be a huge 

focus on fractions, decimals and percentages and the links between all three. We will end the half term 
by returning to the geometry elements of the curriculum by studying angles, translation and reflection. 
Of course, key number skills and written methods will play a big part in all learning and children will be 

applying previous knowledge to new concepts. You may have heard your child repeat our class 
catchphrase of ‘Use what we know to work out what we don’t know’.

It is therefore very important that you support your child to learn their times tables at home on a 
daily basis; this will make your child’s learning in every single lesson so much easier.

In year 5, children need to know all their multiplication and division facts up to and including the 12X 
table in order to be at the expected level by the end of the year.   

Please support any work that is sent home and your child’s work on TT Rockstars so that they don’t 
enter Year 6 at a disadvantage.


