
Year 1 Newsletter : Spring 2 2021

P.E
Please remember that there is a 

requirement that your child wears a 
white t-shirt, dark bottoms and 
appropriate footwear for P.E.

Once back in school P.E kits should be 
brought in on  Monday and taken 

home on Friday to be washed.

Thematic Learning

This term our thematic topic is ‘What 
Is On The Other Side Of The World?

To begin the topic, children will recap 
previous learning of their place in the 
world and the location of continents and 
oceans. They will also learn about 
Captain Cook’s voyage to Australia and 
plot his journey on a world map.

In History, we will be learning about 
Aboriginal Australians including how 
they lived, what their homes were like, 
what they ate and what religious 
festivals and ceremonies they had. This 
will link to Art as children will be 
making their own Aboriginal artwork of 
a chosen animal and will be making their 
own digeridoos. 

There will also be opportunities for 
Science as children will use their 
knowledge of materials and their 
previous knowledge from the Great Fire 
of London topic to investigate why 
wildfires are so common in Australia. 
They will also be learning about animals 
and their habitats, discovering what 
habitats Australia has and which 
animals live there.

Welcome back for an exciting term of learning in Year 1! I really hope that you have been 
enjoying your time at home and have been doing lots of fun things! I have been so impressed 
with your hard work and effort with completing your online tasks but we are all so excited to see 
you back in class! This half term our new topic is ‘What Is On The Other Side Of The World?’ 
where children will be able to develop their knowledge of the continents and oceans of the 
world, famous explorers and animals that live in Australia and their habitats.
If there are any concerns please do not hesitate to make an appointment with the school office 
to speak to me or another member of Year 1 staff.
Many thanks,
Miss Stone, Mrs Pugh, Ms Kumari and Miss Jones

Dates for your diary:

World Book Day- Friday 5th March
Whole School Reopening- Monday 8th

March
Red Nose Day- Friday 19th March

Science Week- Monday 8th-Friday 12th

March



Homework- Reminder

In Year 1, children are expected to develop some independent work skills. This includes 
reading (approx 10 minutes per night). We are trying to encourage a love of reading at County 
Bridge and would love you to share some of your favourite books, stories, poems etc. with your 
child. Once children return to school, reading books will be sent home which MUST be brought 
to school every day to be used in Guided Reading sessions. We also encourage you to write in 
your child’s Reading Record once a week when you hear your child read. We would really love 

to create a dialogue between parents and school.

After the success of using Purple Mash as a learning tool during the school closure, we have 
decided that this is how we will now deliver homework tasks across the school. This will not 
only engage the children but it will also cut down on items being brought back and forward 
from school. Maths homework will continue to be set on Purple Mash, on a Friday and the 
deadline for completion will be Wednesday a.m - this way children will be able to speak to 

their teachers on Monday or Tuesday if there is anything that they don't understand.

Spellings will also be set weekly on Purple Mash on a Wednesday. They will then do their 
spelling test on the following Wednesday. Your child is expected to learn their spellings by 
carrying out Look, Cover, Write & Check and then use the spellings in context by writing 

different sentences.

Your child will also receive a Thematic Homework Challenge once they return to school. This 
has been designed to encourage collaborative work between children and their parents. It can 
be handed in at any point during the half term and should reflect children’s learning in school.

.

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message from last year is of course that 

‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child misses is a day of learning lost. Please support 
us by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is in school ready to start their 

learning by 8.50am. 

Literacy and Phonics
In Literacy we will be continuing to develop phonics skills 
so that children can apply them when reading and writing. 

Our text focus for this term is ‘Zog’. This story allows 
for lots of opportunities to predict and infer what will 
happen in the story, as well as investigating character’s 

thoughts and feelings. It will also give children the 
opportunity to retell the story using their own sentence 

ideas and adjectives. Children will also be learning to 
apply full stops, finger spaces and capital letters in all 

sentences.

Numeracy
In Numeracy we will begin the term by recapping how to solve multiplication and division 
problems using methods previously taught and applying them to word problems. We will 
also be developing knowledge of fractions and learning how to recognise and identify 
quarters of shapes, objects and amounts. The children will also be learning how to solve 
addition and subtraction problems with larger numbers on a number line using 
partitioning and finding the difference strategies. To conclude the term, children will be 
learning how to tell the time to the hour and half past and describe the position of an 
object. 


