
Year 4 Newsletter : Spring 1 2021

P.E
Please remember that there is a 

requirement that your child wears a 
white t-shirt, dark bottoms and 
appropriate footwear for P.E.

P.E kits should be brought in on  
Monday and taken home on Friday to 

be washed.

Our topic this half term is ‘What was WWII 
like for children?’. We will be kicking off our 
learning by finding out about the impact WWI 
had on the start of WWII and who the 
Monarch and Prime Minister were at the time. 
We will listen to Neville Chamberlain declare 
the start of the war and then create our own 
Prime Ministerial speech announcing the start 
of the war. 

After this, we will discover what the term 
‘evacuee’ means and decide what the children 
would have packed in their suitcases through 
discussion. This leads into creating a still-life 
sketch of an evacuee’s suitcase, complete 
with gas-mask. 

We will also be reenacting the Blitz and 
immersing ourselves into what life would have 
been like during this time by creating a safety 
guide on how to keep safe and what the best 
course of action should be to keep yourself 
and your loved ones safe. 

Finally, we will be discussing propaganda 
posters from the time and talking about what 
they might mean, both literally and 
figuratively. These posters will be compared 
to current propaganda campaigns around the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

As we welcome you back into school, we hope you are all as excited as we are to continue our 
learning back in the classroom! The next few weeks will be jam-packed with exciting learning. 
As you know our new thematic topic this half-term involves your child finding out lots about 
World War 2 and the effects it had on children. We are really excited about this new topic and 
I’m sure the children will love it too. May we take this opportunity to thank you all for your 
efforts with supporting your child’s home learning, we know it’s been challenging. 
Myself, Mrs Marlow and Mrs Wilkes are looking forward to seeing your child back in the 
classroom,  as always, if you have any queries or concerns, please don’t hesitate to call or make an 
appointment to see us. 
Thank you,
Miss Woolley. 

Dates for your diary
World Book Day: Friday 5th March
Whole School Re-opening: Monday 8th March
Maths/Science Week: Monday 8th-Friday 
12th March
Red Nose Day: Friday 19th March

In Science, children will be exploring the topic ‘states of matter’. We will be looking closely at 
solids, liquids and gases and the processes that occur within them. We will also be looking more in 
depth at the weather system. 



Homework

In Year 4, children are expected to develop some independent work skills. This includes reading (approx
20-30 minutes per night) We are trying to encourage a love of reading at County Bridge and would love 
you to share some of your favorite books, stories, poems etc with your child. Reading books will also be 

sent home from school.

Your child will also have a Reading Journal – We encourage you to write in this book once a week when 
you hear your child read. We would really love to create a dialogue between parents and school. Thanks.

Individual spellings will also be sent home weekly. Your child is expected to learn their spellings by 
carrying out Look, Cover, Write & Check and then use the spellings in context by writing interesting and 

varied sentences. 

Your child will also receive a Thematic Homework Challenge this week. This piece has been designed to 
encourage collaborative work between children and their parents. It can be handed in at any point 

during the half term and should reflect children’s learning in school.

After the success of using Purple Mash as a learning tool during the school closure, we have decided 
that this is how we will now deliver homework tasks across the school. This will not only engage the 

children but it will also cut down on items being brought back and forward from school. Homework will 
be set on a Friday and the deadline for completion will be Wednesday a.m - this way children will be able 

to speak to their teachers on Monday or Tuesday if there is anything that they don't understand.

.

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message is of course that 

‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child misses is a day of learning lost. Please support us 
by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is in school ready to start their learning 
on time. This is particularly crucial after the missed learning that the Covid-19 school closures 

may have caused.

Literacy
In Literacy this term, we will be looking closely at the book ‘The 
Tunnel’ by our class author Anthony Browne. We will be becoming 
inference detectives whilst reading this story and understanding 

the links that arise from other books that we have read by 
Anthony Browne. We will also look closely at the two characters and 

discuss why they are so different! 

Numeracy
This half term, Year 4 will be developing their multiplication skills through formal 

written methods and will be continuing develop our division method using increasingly 
harder numbers. During fraction work, we will be solving problems also involving 

increasingly harder fractions and calculating quantities. We will also learn to understand 
the relationship between non-unit fractions and multiplication and division. From this, we 

will sequence, compare and solve problems using fractions. We will also be focusing on 
statistics this half term. We will look to solve comparison, sum and difference problems 

presented in bar charts, pictograms, tables and other graphs. Finally, we will be 
describing the movement of coordinates and shapes as translations. This half term, your 

child must be able to recall all of their multiplication tables to 12 x 12 in order to 
achieve the expected standard. Could you please make it a priority at home to practice 

all these multiplication tables regularly through Times Table Rockstars. Thank you. 


