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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Well… we have managed to reach the end of our first term, and what a strange 

and unusual first term it has been! The staff and I have worked incredibly hard 

to try to provide our wonderful children with something resembling normal in 

school but we have been battling the challenges posed by the 

pandemic. However, the children have been amazing! I have to 

say a huge heartfelt thank you to all our parents for their sincere support 

throughout these difficult times, as I know our work and efforts would be 

impossible without your help.  

 

Usually in the lead up to the festive break, we have many opportunities to come together 

as a whole school community but this year we have really missed this. We hope that the 

days when we return to the ‘old normal’ are not too far away. 

 

The school term began with so many of our children returning to 

school for the first time in six months and with the challenge of 

recovering the learning lost during the summer term. The staff have 

been busy implementing a ‘catch-up’ plan while battling with Covid -

related absences. We have been determined to provide our children with quality learning 

and experiences to ensure our children achieve their true potential.  

 

As you know, the governors of the school have an unwavering commitment to improving 

attendance and increasing the chances of our children achieving their very best. The Covid 

pandemic continues to threaten this. However, we have continued to run our usual 

attendance prizes to motivate the children. This includes the whole school Attendance 

Race for children to win prizes for the whole class. We have popcorn and film time, class 

parties, and a special day in school or a visit somewhere (restrictions allowing). We have 

also had our annual Christmas Attendance Challenge. This year we have limited it to the 

last four weeks of the term only. I am pleased to say that 167 children have managed to 

triumph with the Christmas attendance challenge – even in the middle of a global 

pandemic! A HUGE well done to all the children and a BIG thank 

you to all our parents for supporting this cause.  

 

Our attendance target for this academic year is to reach the national minimum of 96%. I 

think this will be hugely challenging in these uncertain times but I am confident that with 



                
 

our parents’ support we will try our very best to get there. Currently, the whole 

school attendance is 95% but once the winter months are over, particularly the 

winter sickness bugs, we can all make a concerted effort to raise this further. I 

am sure we will get there!  

 

This morning we held our end-of-term attendance assemblies. We drew our bicycle 

winners for the Autumn term. We have three categories – Early Years, Years 1, 2 & 3 and 

Years 4, 5 & 6. Every time a child attends 5 out of 5 days in the week, a ticket with the 

child’s name goes into the box and then at the end of the term, a winner is drawn.  

 

Our bike winners at the end of this term are: 

 

Nursery/Reception Category:    Oscar Malpass (Rec)   

Years 1, 2 and 3 Category:  Evie Acton  (Y2) 

Years 4, 5 and 6 Category:  Sarah Adams  (Y6)   

 

 

We welcomed two dinner supervisors to the lunchtime team - Mrs 

Danielle Dean and Ms Laura Aldridge. I am sure you will join me in 

welcoming them both to the team. 

 

Do have a wonderful time over the festive period but please do also remember to keep 

school informed if any of the children were to develop symptoms and test positive. This 

will need to happen for the first 6 days of the school holiday (18 – 23 December). Parents 

are asked to contact the school via email, postcode@countybridge.walsalls.sch.uk, to 

advise the school of any details. The school will be asked to identify close contacts (i.e. 

their class mates and teachers) in order to advise them to self-isolate. 

 

On a final note, I would like to wish all our children, families and friends a very safe 

‘Merry Christmas’ and my very best wishes for a happy and healthier 2021!.  

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mrs R Patel  

   Headteacher    
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