
Year 5 Newsletter : Autumn 2 2020

P.E

Your child will not be having a separate P.E lesson until the top-up swimming sessions have been completed. 
Your child will have a swimming lesson every Monday for 6 weeks, so please ensure you child brings a FULL 

swimming kit on  Monday consisting of a swimming costume for girls and swimming trunks for boys 
including a swimming hat and a towel.

This half term we will investigate the 
fascinating world of the Ancient Egyptians in 
our thematic topic, ‘What has evidence taught 
us about Ancient Egypt?’

In a predominantly history based topic, we will 
discover what life was like for those who lived 
in this time period, particularly those who 
were involved in the building of The Pyramids 
of Giza.

We will then venture into Egyptian tombs and 
pyramids and will use evidence found in them 
to tell us more about Pharaohs.

The unit will also teach us some traditional 
Egyptian art skills when we make our own 
papyrus paper and design our own hieroglyphs.

We will also of course discover the gruesome 
processes involved in the mummification of 
bodies, something which children love to find 
out about.

By the end of the unit, children will be 
Ancient Egyptian experts and their knowledge 
will rival that of the famous Howard Carter 
who discovered Tutankhamun’s tomb!

Welcome back to another half term in Year 5.
During last half term we faced further challenges with another period of closure meaning children 
had to find their self-motivation and determination in order to complete online work at home every 
day. Well Done those who did – you were truly amazing!
This learning from home, along with your support, made such a difference when we returned.
Please can we ask that should any period of self-isolation happen again, that you really support your 
child and the school in ensuring that home-learning takes place – this includes children’s weekly 
homework which is currently set via Purple Mash.
As we head towards what is going to no doubt be a very different Christmas term at County Bridge, 
we continue to be available should you require any support. Please make an appointment via the 
office and we will be happy to help. Miss Casewell, Miss Snowball & Mrs Critch

Dates for your diary



Homework

In Year 5, children are expected to develop their independent work skills. This includes reading 
(approx 20-30 minutes per night) We are trying to encourage a love of reading at County Bridge 

and would love you to share some of your favorite books, stories, poems etc with your child. 
Reading books will also be sent home from school every day and are expected to be changed at 

least once a week!

Your child will also have a Reading Journal – We encourage you to write in this book once a week 
when you hear your child read. We would really love to create a dialogue between parents and 

school. 

Individual spellings will also be sent home weekly on Purple Mash. Your child is expected to learn 
their spellings and practice these throughout the week in preparation for their weekly spelling 

test and application within written work. 

Your child will also receive a Thematic Homework Challenge this week. This piece has been 
designed to encourage collaborative work between children and their parents. It can be handed in 

at any point during the half term and should reflect children’s learning in school.

Homework is due to be handed in online by Wednesday if not before. This gives children an 
opportunity to speak to their teacher on Monday or Tuesday if there is something that they don’t 

understand.

.

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message is of course that 

‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child misses is a day of learning lost. Please support us 
by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is in school ready to start their learning 
on time. This is particularly crucial after the missed learning that the Covid-19 school closures 

may have caused.

Literacy
This half term, our Literacy work centres around the book ‘Friend or Foe’ by 

Michael Morpurgo. It is a story of sadness, excitement, friendship and adventure 
as we travel back to World War 2 and discover the life of evacuees David & 

Tucky.
We will learn a little back-history about World War 2 before delving into the 
emotions of the main characters through descriptive poetry and letter writing 

before writing our own extended version of the story.
It is essential that this half term, children are able to spell all of the words 
from Y3/4 statutory word list and some from the Y5/6 list. We will also be 

learning brand new skills to Year 5 such as using modal verbs, relative clauses and 
commas to avoid ambiguity. 

Numeracy
Year 5 will be extending their knowledge of number to include factors, multiples, prime, square 
and cube numbers. It is incredibly important that your child practices their x tables regularly 

and log on to Times Table Rock Stars every night in order for this learning to be secure. 
This half term, we will be moving on to using multiplication and division written methods and 

applying these when solving multi-step problems in different contexts.
We will also compare and order fractions and recognise mixed number and improper fractions. 
Towards the end of the half term, we will be understanding and identifying the properties of 

quadrilaterals and triangles including whether they are regular or irregular shapes. 


