
Year 2 Newsletter : Autumn 1 2020

P.E
Please remember that there is a 

requirement that your child wears a 
white t-shirt, dark bottoms and 
appropriate footwear for P.E.

P.E kits should be brought in on  
Monday and taken home on Friday to 

be washed.

Get your explorer hats ready and prepare 
to navigate the seas and oceans just like 
Christopher Columbus and other explorers 
did, as our topic this half-term is called 
‘Who navigated the seas and oceans?’ 

Our art work will focus on ‘The Wave’ by 
Pierre-Auguste Renoir. We will be using 
different techniques – such as exploring 
different tones of paint and applying this 
into our art work, using different tools like 
sponges in our work. 

Within Geography, we will be locating the 
seas that surround the UK along with 
locating the continents and oceans. We will 
learn how coastlines are formed and carry 
out a practical experiment to demonstrate 
this. 

In D&T, we will be testing materials to 
find the most suitable to make a boat.  

In Computing lessons, we will be 
programming algorithms to travel around a 
world map and we will detect and correct 
errors on a database. 

In History, we will be learning about 
significant historical people such as Marco 
Polo and other famous explorers.

During Science, we will discover all about 
living things and their habitats and what 
conditions certain living things prefer. We 
will be making our own habitats and we 
might even get muddy! Information will be 
sent hoe should your child need to bring 
alternative clothing for this.

Welcome to Year 2.

Hello everyone! We hope you have all had a wonderful summer break and are ready for an exciting 
year of learning. 
Year 2 this year will be taught by myself, Miss Harding with support from Mrs Parkin. I would like 
to use this opportunity to express how excited we both are to be working with both you and your 
children! 
If there are any issues at any point throughout the year do not hesitate to drop in and see use. 
Autumn is always a busy term. So remember to keep your eyes peeled for the school’s weekly 
newsletter where you will find important news and diary dates.
Thank You, Miss Harding and Mrs Parkin 



Homework

In Year 2, children are expected to develop some independent work skills. This includes reading 
(approx 10-15 minutes per night). We are trying to encourage a love of reading at County Bridge 

and would love you to share some of your favorite books, stories, poems etc with your child. 
Reading books will also be sent home from school & your child will have the opportunity to borrow a 

free choice book from our school library.

Your child will also have a Reading Journal – We encourage you to write in this book once a week 
when you hear your child read. We would really love to create a dialogue between parents and 

school. Thanks.

Individual spellings will also be sent home weekly. Your child is expected to learn their spellings by 
carrying out Look, Cover, Write & Check and then use the spellings in context by writing 

interesting and varied sentences. 

Your child will also receive a Thematic Homework Challenge this week. This piece has been 
designed to encourage collaborative work between children and their parents. It can be handed in 

at any point during the half term and should reflect children’s learning in school.

After the success of using Purple Mash as a learning tool during the school closure, we have 
decided that this is how we will now deliver homework tasks across the school. This will not only 

engage the children but it will also cut down on items being brought back and forward from school. 
Homework will be set on a Friday and the deadline for completion will be Wednesday a.m - this way 

children will be able to speak to their teachers on Monday or Tuesday if there is anything that 
they don't understand.

.

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message is of course that 

‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child misses is a day of learning lost. Please support us 
by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is in school ready to start their learning 
on time. This is particularly crucial after the missed learning that the Covid-19 school closures 

may have caused.

Literacy
This half term, Year 2 will be looking at the traditional tale ‘Little 
Red Riding Hood’. The children will be exploring each character in 

the book and how they are portrayed. We will be applying our 
reading skills to infer and retrieve information about the events 
that occur throughout the books and making judgements about 
the characters by using clues from the text. We will be writing 

character descriptions, letters and reports. The final outcome of 
this topic is that pupils will write their own version of ‘Little Red 

Riding Hood’. 

Numeracy
By the end of Year 2, all children should be able to recall multiplication & division facts for the 2, 

5 and 10 multiplication tables. This will be a huge focus throughout the year, which you can support 
your child with at home. In class we will be securing and extending children’s understanding of 

place value working with numbers up to 100, adding and subtracting 2 digit numbers using a number 
line, recapping our 2d shapes and recognising their properties and looking at measurement and 

selecting the most suitable measure for length, mass and volume. 


