
Year 3 Newsletter : Spring 1 2020

P.E

This half term, our P.E. lessons will be 
taking place on Tuesdays. 

P.E kits should be in school on Monday and 
taken home on Fridays to be washed.

All children are required to wear a white t-
shirt, dark coloured bottoms and suitable 

P.E. footwear and this should be in school at 
all times. 

Children may be asked to complete P.E. 
lessons at any time.

Thematic Learning

Our Thematic Topic this half term is ‘What’s 
Life Like for a Kenyan Child?’ This topic focuses 
on Africa, Kenya in particular, and Fairtrade. 

We will be completing Geographical work based 
on Africa and Kenya, focusing on its position on 
a world map, the climate and other key 
geographical features.

Also, we will explore what life is like for Kenyan 
children through writing our own questions. We 
may even receive responses from Kenyan 
natives.

In addition, children will learn about Fairtrade, 
its links with Kenya and Africa and the impact 
Fairtrade is having in the UK.

Welcome back and a Happy New Year. We hope that you have enjoyed the festivities over the 
Christmas break and are excited for another half term of fantastic learning.
Children have behaved fantastically and are showing more maturity with each school day. The 
work that is being produced is of a high quality and I am sure that this will continue.
If you have any queries or concerns throughout the year please do not hesitate to come and 
speak to either myself or Mrs. Parkin before or after school outside of the mobiles.
Mr. Groves (Teacher)
Mrs Parkin (Teaching Assistant)

Dates for your diary
Wednesday 15th January – Library Van
Friday 24th January – Year 3 Class 
Assembly.
Wednesday 5th February – Library Van

At the end of January, we will be visiting 
Walsall Town Centre to the Co-Op 
supermarket. We will inform you in due 
course of a set date.

Science

Our new Science topic for the coming half-term 
is ‘Light.’

The topic of ‘Light’ will support the children to 
understand the scientific difference between 
light and dark. Children will also learn how light 
travels and how we can use light to create 
shadows. In addition, children will also explore 
ways in which we can protect ourselves from 
light sources.

There are some simple activities that children 
can take part in at home to investigate light, 
shadows and how light travels.



Homework

In Year 3, children are expected to develop some independent work skills. This includes 
reading (approx 20-30 minutes per night) We are trying to encourage a love of reading at 

County Bridge and would love you to share some of your favourite books, stories, poems etc 
with your child. Reading books will also be sent home from school. Your child will also have a 
Reading Journal – We encourage you to write in this book once a week  when you hear your 

child read. We would really love to create a dialogue between parents and school. 

Individual spellings will also be sent home weekly. Your child is expected to learn their 
spellings by carrying out Look, Cover, Write & Check and then using the spellings in context by 

writing interesting and varied sentences. 

Year ____ will receive the new format Homework Challenge sheet at the end of this week. 
The focus is still on children working collaboratively with family members at home and 

expressing their learning from their current topic but they will only have one challenge to 
complete. This piece will be due by the end of the half term: the expectation being that the 
piece represents the amount of time that they have had to complete it. We hope that you 

enjoy this new format.

Homework is due back in school by Wednesday at 9am. This gives children an opportunity to 
speak to their teacher on Monday or Tuesday if there is something that they don’t 

understand.

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message from last year is of course that 

‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child misses is a day of learning lost. 
Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is in 

school ready to start their learning by 8.50am. 

Literacy
Our Literacy work for this half term is based around a 
short film called Dragon Slayer. We will be exploring 

the genre of myths and legends, describing characters 
and settings before retelling the legend with a few 

minor changes.
Children will still receive spelling sheets with words to 
practice. These must be completed and children can 

complete these independently. We will also be covering 
past tense verbs that do not end in ‘-ed.’ As well as 

this, we will be revisiting how and when to use speech 
punctuation and using a range of adverbs.

Numeracy
This half term will cover a range of mathematical areas and also revisit previous areas from 
this year. We are focused on ‘deepening’ the learning of children and revisiting areas will 
help build children’s confidence and understanding. 
Time is the biggest challenge that we are tackling at the moment and any work that you can 
do with your child at home will be extremely beneficial. Reading analogue times and digital 
times are important and simply pointing these out to the children will have a massive impact.
Overall, we will be looking at adding and subtracting money, fractions, place value, answering 
statistical questions and measuring mass in kg and g.


