
Year 5 Newsletter : Spring 1 2020

P.E

Please ensure that a full P.E kit is in 
school on Monday and it is taken home 
on Friday to be washed.  P.E for year 

5  this term is on Wednesday 
afternoon. 

As usual, children are expected to 
wear a white t-shirt with dark 

bottoms and appropriate footwear.

Hair should be tied back and jewellery 
should not be worn.

Our new thematic topic is 

‘Why is trade important?’

This topic will focus on the importance of 
trade on local, national and international 
levels. Children will not only learn why 
trade is important but will also have the 
opportunity to create their own business 
proposal; so watch this space for the 
businessmen and business women of the 
future! 

Children will be producing a business 
proposal which persuade people to buy 
our product. They will be in competition 
with each other. Who will escape the 
Dragon’s Den? 

Geography– the children will learn where 
Britain imports goods from and where we 
export to and will be looking at the 
reasons why we do so by linking to the 
different climates of those countries. 

Welcome back to 2020! We hope you have had a wonderful and relaxing break over 
Christmas and that your child is ready for the first half term of the new year. Thank 
you all for your continued support with homework. Homework is very important as it 
focuses on recall of multiplication and division facts, which is why TT Rockstars is 
great for the children to use consistently, as well as the weekly spellings for year 5. 

Remember to keep an eye on ‘Marvellous Me’ for those fantastic ‘Badges’ and 
‘Activities’ awarded to your child.  If you haven’t already joined, please see a member 
of the Year 5 team who will be glad to assist you. As always, if you have any queries, 
please come and see us.

Miss Finnerty and Mrs Critch

Dates for your diary

Our topic in Science this half term will 
be ‘properties and change of materials’, 
which means some fun experiments to 
look forward to. They will be 
investigating what materials are soluble 
or insoluble in different solutions, as 
well as exploring reversible changes.



Homework

Year 5 children should be aiming to read at home every day for at least half an hour. This 
should be a combination of their home reading book and books which they have chosen for 

themselves. Encourage your children to read a range of texts as well as reading with them as this 
should encourage reading for pleasure and please ask them questions about what they have read to 
ensure their understanding. Your child also has a Reading Journal – We encourage you to write in 
this book once a week, when you hear your child read. We would really love to create a dialogue 

between parents and school. 

Individual spellings will also be sent home weekly. Your child is expected to learn their spellings by 
writing a row of each word and then use each word in context by writing interesting and varied 

sentences at year 5 level. 

Year 5 will have the new format Homework Challenge sheet. The focus is still on children working 
collaboratively with family members at home and expressing their learning from their current 
topic but they will only have one challenge to complete. This piece will be due by the end of the 

half term: the expectation being that the piece represents the amount of time that they have had 
to complete it. We hope that you enjoy this new format.

Homework goes out on a Friday and is due back in school by Wednesday, giving children the 
opportunity to speak to their teacher on if there is something that they don’t understand.  

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message this year is of course that  ‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child 
misses is a day of learning lost.  Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school every 
day and is in school by 8.50am. Learning tasks begin at 8.50am – if your child arrives at 9am every 

day they are missing 50 minutes of learning per week! We appreciate the importance you put on 
getting your child to school every day, and we hope to see Year 5 win the attendance certificate 
on many occasions!  Well done to children who have achieved 100% attendance for the last half 

term – keep it up!

Literacy
Our text in Literacy this term is ‘I was a Rat or The Scarlett Slippers’ by 
Philip Pullman, who is our class author.  We will be looking in close detail at 

the different settings which have been used in the story, as well as 
understanding the main characters and their behaviours. Along with reading 
the text and gaining a deeper understanding of it through different types 
of questions, children will be writing a newspaper report, which opposes the 

bias views, which are found within the text.

Numeracy
This term we start by consolidating the formal written methods for addition and subtraction. We 
will then focus on geometry by looking at properties of shape and position and direction. The next 
part of their learning  will measurement, which will involve conversions between units of measure. 
The term will end on statistics by where the children will be reading, interpreting and creating 
their own representations of data and applying this knowledge to word problems. Alongside our 

daily maths lessons we continue to have a strong focus on times tables, as they help in ALL areas 
of Maths. Therefore, it’s important that you support your child with this at home on a daily basis; 

this will make your child’s learning in every single lesson so much easier. Year 5 children should 
already know all of their times tables and division facts up to and including the 12X table.


