
Year 1 Newsletter : Summer 2 2019

PE
ALL children will require a full PE Kit in 

YEAR 1.  With the warmer weather 
approaching, it is important that 

children have full PE kit everyday.  It 
is advised they leave it in school on  

Monday and return it home for washing 
on Friday.  Earrings must be removed 

for each session and plasters must not 
be used to cover earrings. 

What Can I See Around Me?

For Summer 2 the topic ‘What Can I See 
Around Me?’ will allow children to take 
part in a range of foundation and core 
subjects from the National Curriculum.  
This topic does lend itself to focus mainly 
on Geography and History.

ART & DESIGN – Exploring lines, texture 
and pattern looking closely at artists who 
specialise in cityscape art. 

HISTORY – Looking at the history of 
Bentley and Walsall. As well as this 
children will learn about significant figures 
such as Sister Dora.

GEOGRAPHY – Countries and Capital Cities 
of the UK, comparing towns and cities, 
such as Bentley, Walsall and Birmingham.

COMPUTING – Searching the Internet, 
looking at the famous landmarks in 
Bentley, Walsall and Birmingham.

Summer 2 2019 in Year 1
As we start the final half term of the school year, we would like to thank you for your 

continued support.  Summer 2 will be a very busy half term with lots of activities and events 
for all the children to participate in. Year 1 will take on their new topic ‘What Can I See 

Around Me?’  focussing on the locality of Bentley, Walsall and then extending to Birmingham. 
We will be visiting these places and exploring the landmarks found in each location and we will 

then look at the differences between them. Sports Day, Phonics Screening and Transition 
Week are also within this half term, so please ensure that your child is in school everyday. If 

there are any questions or queries about any events, then please ask a member of staff.  
Thank you for your continued support, Miss Thornton, Ms Kumari and Miss Carless.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

3rd June – 10th June – Mock Phonics Screening 
Test

11th June – 15th June – Phonics Screening 
Week

20th June – Inspire Morning

24th June – 28th June – Transition Week

5th July – KS1 & KS2 Sports Day

11th July – Parents’ Evening

WARMER WEATHER
As we are approaching the warmer 
months, children will need to bring 
a small bottle of water to have in 

school.  They will also need to bring 
a sun hat to wear during play and 

lunchtimes.  
Sun cream should be applied at 

home in the morning if necessary.



READING BOOKS AND HOMEWORK - REMINDERS

In Year 1, children are expected to develop some independent work skills. They are expected to 
complete 3 pieces of homework per week.  This will consist of 1 piece from the topic homework 

challenges, Maths homework (application of skills taught from that week) and Year 1 key spelling 
words.  Homework MUST be completed and returned on time every Wednesday and a record will 

be kept monitoring the amount of homework received per child.  

Reading at home is also extremely important.  Children are encouraged to read to an adult at home 
each night.  This can be ANY form of text including home reading books, library books, comics, 
newspapers, magazines, online books, E-readers and tablets.  Anything that is age and ability 
appropriate for your child should count and should be recorded in their red reading journal.  

All children should ensure they bring their reading books in each day and make sure they have 
their white reading journals at all times. Members of staff will also continue to monitor reading 

journals and change reading books each week.  If you require more information or have any issues 
then please speak to a member of Year 1 staff.  

.

Attendance and Punctuality
It is important that children are present in school each day to ensure good progress in learning – Every day 

counts! Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is in school ready to start 
their learning by 8.50am.  

Children in Year 1 start each day with Morning Starters so it is very important they start school on time.  

Literacy
In this term children in Year 1 will finish ‘Handa’s 

Surprise’ and will be focussing on developing their language 
and word skills. During the final half term, we will be 

learning from the text ‘Handa’s Hen’. Children will then be 
able to start applying these new words in context and also 

build up skills of punctuation, including question marks. 
The children will then learn and apply exiting skills for this 
non-fiction text and also some produce narrative writing, 

including character descriptions and .

Numeracy
This half term will allow children to use and apply their number skills to help solve 

problems and calculations. They will start to develop further knowledge of number value 
and begin to apply these skills both mentally and in written methods. Also children will 

continue to explore the different aspects of 2D and 3D shape, looking at their properties 
and features. We will also be applying position and direction skills when describing a turn 

(full and half turns, clockwise and anticlockwise). 

Phonics Screening Assessment
During the week beginning 11th June, Year 1 pupils will be taking a Phonics Screening assessment. 

It is vital that your child is in school everyday during this week. All pupils will take their screening 
during the week in which they will need to apply their phonics skills to read both real and nonsense 

words.  It is important that pupils practise their sounds at home on a regular basis, not just in 
preparation for this assessment but to support them in their reading for the future.  If you have 

any queries on how to support your child further then please speak to Ms Kumari (Phonics 
Manager). 


