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P.E
Please ensure that a full P.E kit is in school 
on Monday and it is taken home on Friday to 

be washed.  PE for year 5  this term is on 
Tuesday morning.

As usual, children are expected to wear a 
white t-shirt with dark bottoms and 

appropriate footwear.

Hair should be tied back and jewellery 
should not be worn.

Our new thematic topic is 

‘Allotment’

Let’s grow! A crispy carrot, a luscious lettuce 
or a tasty tomato!  Dig deep and put your back 
into it, making your own tubs and planters and 
nurturing your greens.  After all that hard 
work, have your fingers gone green?

Geography – studying how weather and climate 
affects land use and food production, a visit to 
a local allotment to see the range of 
vegetables harvested, and annotating a world 
map to show origin of fruits and vegetables.

Art & Design – . Develop detailed drawings 
and paintings of plants and flowers.  Use 
magnifying glasses to study the patterns on 
petals and leaves as well as the veins and tiny 
hairs.  Add black and white to paint to create 
tints and tones of colour.

Design & Technology – looking at the 
different materials that could be used to make 
a planting bed, designing and making a planting 
bed, planting and growing mustard seeds, 
maintaining a diary to record growth of seeds 
and comparing measurements. 

Welcome back to another half term in Year 5.  We hope you have had a wonderful Easter break.  May we 
start by thanking you all for your support with the homework challenges brought in last term.  It is clear 
to see children’s enthusiasm and hard work by the quality of the Tudor houses and other challenges 
made. Homework challenges are important as they focus on key skills that Year 5 children need to 
achieve by the end of the academic year.  Well done to children who are close to achieving their Bronze 
Awards, or those children who have achieved their Bronze Awards and are working towards their Silver 
Awards.  We have lots of fun activities to look forward to this term – notably a visit to an allotment in 
the local area to learn about locally grown produce.  Watch this space for further details.

Remember to keep an eye on ‘Marvellous Me’ for those fantastic ‘Badges’ and ‘Activities’ awarded to your 
children.  If you haven’t already joined, please see a member of the Year 5 team who will be glad to 
assist you.  As always, if you have any queries, please feel free to come and see us.

Miss Lee

Dates for your diary

Monday, 6th May – Bank Holiday.
Monday, 13th May – Allotment visit

Friday, 24th May – School closes for half term.

Our topic in Science this half term is Living 
things and their Habitats.  Children will learn 
about plant reproduction and life cycles; life 
cycles of mammals, amphibians, insects and 
birds.
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Homework

Year 5 children should be aiming to read at home every day for at least half an hour. This should be a 
combination of their home reading book and books which they have chosen for themselves. Encourage your 

children to read a range of texts as well as reading with them as this should encourage reading for pleasure.

Individual spellings will also be sent home weekly. Your child is expected to learn their spellings by carrying out 
Look, Cover, Write & Check and then use the spellings in context by writing interesting and varied sentences. 

There is also a list of spellings in their Reading Record books which children should be able to spell by the end of 
Year 5. 

Your child also has a Reading Journal – We encourage you to write in this book once a week, when you hear your 
child read. We would really love to create a dialogue between parents and school. Thanks. 

Year 5 will also receive their Topic Homework Challenges. They have been designed so that parents and children 
can work together on homework tasks. We hope that you enjoy them.

Homework goes out on a Friday and is due back in school by Wednesday. This gives children an opportunity to 
speak to their teacher on Monday or Tuesday if there is something that they don’t understand.  

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message this year is of course that  ‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your 

child misses is a day of learning lost.  Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school 
every day and is in school by 8.50am. Learning tasks begin at 8.50am – if your child arrives at 

9am every day they are missing 50 minutes of learning per week!
Well done to children who have achieved 100% attendance for the last term – keep it up!  Year 

5’s movement on the attendance race has been slowing down recently. To win the race, we need to 
come to school EVERY day and maintain 100% weekly attendance.

Literacy
Our text in Literacy this term is ‘The Firework Maker’s 

Daughter’ by Year 5’s Class Author, Philip Pullman.  Children will: 
use their prediction skills to predict what the book is about 

from the front cover; compare the opening of the book to books 
recently read in class; write their own story opening choosing 

from dialogue, action or describing the setting and study a 
character in depth empathising with their thoughts and feelings 

through role play. Along with reading the text and gaining a 
deeper understanding of it by answering retrieval and inference 
questions, children will write poetry using figurative language to 

bring their writing alive, and will identify the features of 
instructional text before writing their own instructions.

Numeracy
We will continue our work on percentages and understanding that fractions, decimals and percentages 

are different ways of expressing  proportions.  We will be rounding decimals with two decimal places to 
the nearest whole number and to one decimal place and will be reading, writing, ordering and comparing 

numbers with up to 3 decimal places.  Children will also be identifying 3D shapes from 2D 
representations and calculating the area of scaled drawings using given measurements.  Alongside our 
daily maths lessons, we will have a strong focus on times tables, as these will help in ALL of our maths 

work. It is therefore very important that you support your child to learn their times tables at home on a 
daily basis; this will make your child’s learning in every single lesson so much easier.

It is a year 4 expectation that children need to know all their multiplication and division facts up to and 
including the 12x table, so in year 5 children need to be secure with this to be at the expected level by 

the end of the year. 
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