
Year 4 Newsletter : Summer 1 2019

P.E

This term year 4 will recommence 
their swimming lessons on Monday 

afternoons. 

P.E kits should also be brought in 
on  Monday and taken home on 

Friday to be washed.

Our new thematic topic is 

‘Potions’

Get ready for some magic this half term. We 
will be flying through this topic on our 
broomsticks learning new skills and 
knowledge along the way. 

Art and Design– Children will be taking 
some inspiration from one of Shakespeare’s 
famous plays- Romeo and Juliet- to collage 
images around the theme of love. We will 
also be melting wax crayons on canvas to 
create our own wax artwork. 

History- In history, we will be exploring how 
the Tudors treated illness. The visit to 
Stratford Upon Avon will enable us to see 
how Tudor remedies were made and what 
each remedy was believed to cure. From this, 
we will be writing in role as Shakespeare to 
inform others about life during this period 
including the different remedies used and 
the role of the plague doctor. 

Computing- This half term, we will be using 
Logo to create simple shapes by moving the 
‘turtle’ around the page using the function 
keys. We will then move on to create more 
advanced shapes and patterns.

PSHE- This half term, Year 4 will be looking 
at relationships. We will be looking at what 
makes a great friend, what our relationships 
are at home and in school and discussing how 
our families are all different but still special 
to us.

Welcome back to another half term in Year 4, we hope you have had a great Easter break and 
have eaten all your chocolate ready to start the summer term. May we just start by thanking you 
for all your support last half term with your child’s learning including learning times tables and 
division facts that we have been sending home. The weekly homework you are completing has 
proven to make a huge impact upon your child’s learning, it’s excellent to see the children’s 
enthusiasm to show me their homework! We hope this will continue this half term as these pieces 
of homework are especially important. 
Remember to keep checking up on Marvellous Me for those fantastic messages and badges.
As always, our door is open should you have any queries. 
Thank you,
Miss Casewell and Mrs Marlow

Dates for your diary
Visit to Stratford Upon Avon- Thursday 2nd

May
Break up – Friday 24th May 



Homework

Can I please request that you support/monitor your child’s homework both homework challenges 
and weekly homework

In Year 4, children are expected to develop some independent work skills. This includes reading (approx 
20-30minutes per night) We are trying to encourage a love of reading at County Bridge and would love 
you to share some of your favourite books, stories, poems etc with your child. Reading books will also 
be sent home from school & your child will have the opportunity to take a free choice book out from 

our school library. 

Your child will also have a Reading Journal – We require you to write in this book when you hear your 
child read. We would really love to create a dialogue between parents and school. Thanks.

Year 4 have received their Topic Homework Challenges today. They have been designed so that parents 
and children can work together on homework tasks and earn points for each task chosen. We hope that 

you enjoy them.

Homework is due back in school by Wednesday. This gives children an opportunity to speak to their 
teacher on Monday or Tuesday if there is something that they don’t understand.

.

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message this year is of course that  ‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child misses is a day 
of learning lost. Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is in school by 8.50am. 
Learning tasks begin at 8.50am – if your child arrives at 9am every day they are missing 50 minutes of learning per 
week!

Year 4 are doing really well in the weekly whole school space race but remember for every week that your child 
has 100% attendance their name goes into a raffle to win a bike at the end of term!

Literacy
Next half term, Year 4’s literacy lessons will be based around a book 
called ‘ The Ice Palace’ by Robert Swindells. We will be discussing the 

book in a group book talk activity and will be investigating how the author 
uses language to create atmosphere, mood and suspense. From this, we 
will use powerful sentence structures and vocabulary to create our own 
descriptions and narrative writing similar to the author. We will also be 

putting ourselves into the main character’s shoes to explore feelings and 
thoughts and will then apply them into a diary entry using adverbials and 

modified noun phrases. 

Numeracy
This half term we are going to continue to push the learning of all times tables and division facts as this 
will help us with so many other areas of maths. May I ask that times table facts are practised at home 

at every opportunity. We will be securing our use of written methods for addition and multiplication 
throughout the term and will be applying them heavily into a range of problem solving activities. We will 

be making sure that we are using estimation and the inverse operation to check our answers. In 
geometry, we will be getting practical to describe position and direction as translations. This involves 
explaining how an object has moved from its original position to another using the correct language.

Science
In science, we will be continuing with our last half term’s topic of ‘electricity’. We will be making circuits and 

investigating why some circuits work and why some don’t and from this, drawing our own circuits. We will also be 
testing a range of materials to find out which ones are best to conduct and insulate electricity. 


