
Year 1 Newsletter : Spring 2 2019

Reading in Year 1

This half term we are really focusing on 
developing the skill of fluency.  Children 
MUST bring their reading book to school 

EVERY DAY.  They will need these books to 
complete a reading session each day in class.  

Children will be encouraged to take their 
books home each night and they will continue 

to be changed every Friday.  

Enchanted Woodland

For Spring 2 the topic Enchanted 
Woodland will allow children to take part 
in a range of foundation and core subjects 
from the National Curriculum.  

ART & Design – Working with natural 
materials and observational drawings. 
Creating mono prints and mini art 
sculptures

D&T – Building structures, making fairy 
houses, developing skills using paper and 
card to create small projects. 

GEOGRAPHY – Making and looking at 
maps, using positional language, exploring 
the effects of pollution on the land. 

COMPUTING – Manipulating images, 
create similar animations, log data into 
pictograms, create small leaflets on 
Purple Mash. 

Spring 2 2019 in Year 1
All the staff in Year 1 would like to thank all the parents and carers for all their support since 

September and look forward to this half term.  Year 1 are also keen on developing and 
engaging children in the joys of READING.  In Year 1 our significant author is Julia Donaldson 
and we have already looked at some of her books.  This half term we will be focussing on the 
story Stick Man.  If children have any Julia Donaldson books at home or have borrowed any 

from a library that they wish to share with the class, then this support their learning. 
We are also going to be visiting Trentham Gardens where the children will have chance to 

explore the gardens and fairy trail linked to our new topic ‘Enchanted Woodland’.  Finally, Year 
1 will still have PE every Wednesday in the hall, therefore PE kits should be in school and 

earrings removed for these sessions. 

If you have any concerns or questions please do not hesitate to approach one of the Year 1 
staff team, 

Miss Thornton, Ms Kumari and Miss Carless

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Parents’ Evening – Thursday 28th

February
Trentham Gardens Trip – Thursday 14th

March Leaving at 9:00.



Homework

In Year 1, children are expected to develop some independent work skills. This 
includes reading (approx 20-30minutes per night).  We are trying to encourage a love 
of reading at County Bridge and would love you to share some of your favourite books, 
stories, poems etc with your child. Reading books will be sent home from school once a 

week for you to read at home. Your child will also have a Reading Journal – We 
encourage you to write in this book when you hear your child read. We would really 

love to create a dialogue between parents and school.

Individual spellings will also be sent home weekly. Your child is expected to learn their 
spellings by carrying out Look, Cover, Write & Check and then using the spellings in 

context by writing interesting and varied sentences. 

Year 1 will also receive their Topic  Homework Challenges. They have been designed so 
that parents and children can work together on homework tasks. We hope that you 

enjoy them.

Homework is due back in school every Wednesday. This gives children an opportunity 
to speak to their teacher on Monday or Tuesday if there is something that they don’t 

understand.

If you have any concerns or questions please do not hesitate to approach one of the 
Year 1 staff team, 

Miss Thornton, Ms Kumari and Miss Carless

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message from last year is of course that 

‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child misses is a day of learning lost. 
Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is in 

school ready to start their learning by 8.50am.  Children in Year 1 start each day 
with Handwriting Practice so it is very important they start school on time.  

Literacy
Year 1 will be exploring Stick Man, another Julia Donaldson novel as part 

of their literacy focus this term. The children will also be working on 
developing their sentence structures by applying the use of simple 
punctuation accurately.  By the end of Year 1, all pupils must have 

correct spelling for the days of the week so they should be practising 
these at home to support their work in class.  

Numeracy
In the Spring Term, Year 1 will continue to develop their understanding of number and 
calculation.  This will include applying skills to problem solving and also making links with 

other areas of maths. We will also be focusing on the written methods for both 
multiplication and division The children will continue o build on their times tables skills 

and will be recalling facts from the 2, 5 and 10 times tables.  


