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P.E
Please ensure that a full P.E kit is in school 
on Monday and it is taken home on Friday to 

be washed.  PE for year 5 is on Friday 
afternoons

As usual, children are expected to wear a 
white t-shirt with dark bottoms and 

appropriate footwear.

Hair should be tied back and jewellery 
should not be worn.

Our new thematic topic is 

‘Stargazers’

Journey through space, the final frontier ... 
Navigate beyond the Sun: the magnificent, 
blazing star at the centre of our Solar System!  
Investigate the eight planets – Mercury, 
Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus 
and Neptune.  Take a look at the Moon and how 
it orbits the Earth.  Then it’s three, two, one ... 
BLAST OFF!  Build and launch a rocket for an 
important test mission.

Design & Technology – This half term children 
will design and make a rocket for a specific 
mission, using a range of materials.  They will 
evaluate their design against the design 
specification, and consider improvements to 
their rockets.

Computing – Children will use the internet to 
research the life of Galileo Galilei, most known 
for his discovery of the four most massive 
moons of Jupiter.

Art – Children will create a lunar chart based 
on the phases of the Moon over a month.  They 
will use a range of moon like colours such as 
silver, white, grey and yellow and print onto 
black paper for effect.  

Happy New Year and welcome back to another half term in Year 5.  We hope you have had a wonderful 
Christmas and are ready for a jam packed half term.  Thank you to parents for all your support with the 
homework challenges – the work produced was very creative and showed a range of skills.  

We have an exciting start to the new half term to kick start our new topic of Stargazers with Year 5 
visiting the Space Centre in Leicester where they will discover six galleries, including the iconic Rocket 
Tower and the UK’s largest domed planetarium, crammed full of space suits, rockets, satellites and 
meteorites. 

Thank you to parents who have signed up to the ‘Marvellous Me’ app.  This is another way of sharing your 
child’s great learning in class.  If you would like to sign up for this, then please see one of the year 5 
staff who will be glad to assist you.  As always, if you have any queries, please feel free to come and see 
us.

Miss Lee & Miss Evans

Dates for your diary

Thursday, 17th January – Space Centre, Leicester
Friday, 25th January – Year 5 Class Assembly

Monday, 4th February 9am - E-Safety Assembly (Parents 
welcome to attend)

Our topic in Science this 
half term is Earth and 
Space and links in to our 
thematic topic of 
Stargazers.  This 
astronomy related science 
unit will give children the 
opportunity to learn about 
Earth and its place in our 
Solar System.  Children 
will name and order the 
planets; learn how we get 
night and day and 
describe the phases of 
the Moon.



Homework
Year 5 children should be aiming to read at home every day for at least half an hour. This should be a 

combination of their home reading book and books which they have chosen for themselves. Encourage your 
children to read a range of texts as well as reading with them as this should encourage reading for pleasure.

Individual spellings will also be sent home weekly. Your child is expected to learn their spellings by carrying out 
Look, Cover, Write & Check and then use the spellings in context by writing interesting and varied sentences. 

There is also a list of spellings in their Reading Record books which children should be able to spell by the end of 
Year 5. 

Your child also has a Reading Journal – We encourage you to write in this book once a week, when you hear your 
child read. We would really love to create a dialogue between parents and school. Thanks. 

Year 5 will also receive their Topic Homework Challenges. They have been designed so that parents and children 
can work together on homework tasks. We hope that you enjoy them.

Homework goes out on a Friday and is due back in school by Wednesday. This gives children an opportunity to 
speak to their teacher on Monday or Tuesday if there is something that they don’t understand.  

.

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message this year is of course that  ‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your 

child misses is a day of learning lost.  Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school 
every day and is in school by 8.50am. Learning tasks begin at 8.50am – if your child arrives at 

9am every day they are missing 50 minutes of learning per week!
We appreciate the importance you put on getting your child to school every day, and it was great 
to see Year 5 win the attendance race last term.  Well done to children who have achieved 100% 

attendance for the last half term – keep it up!

Literacy
Our text in Literacy this term is ‘I was a Rat or The 

Scarlet Slippers’ by Philip Pullman – Year 5’s Class 
Author.  We will be looking at questioning and hot 

seating characters, and exploring how characters felt 
at different parts of the story.  Along with reading 
the text and gaining a deeper understanding of it 

through different types of questions, children will be 
writing their own newspaper report using a range of 

features.

Numeracy
In maths this term we will be revising our knowledge of place value and number before moving on to 

identifying the properties of 2D shapes using the correct vocabulary.  The next step of our learning will 
be based on identifying equivalent fractions and comparing and ordering fractions and decimals, 

calculating the area and perimeter of shapes, addition and subtraction of decimals and reflection and 
translation of shapes in different positions. Alongside our daily maths lessons, we will have a strong 

focus on times tables, as these will help in ALL of our maths work. It is therefore very important that 
you support your child to learn their times tables at home on a daily basis; this will make your child’s 

learning in every single lesson so much easier.   In year 5 children need to know all their multiplication 
and division facts up to and including the 12X table in order to be at the expected level by the end of 

the year.
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