
Year 1 Newsletter : Spring 1 2019

P.E
We encourage all children to bring 

their full P.E kit into school on 
Monday and take it home on Friday.  
YEAR 1 have PE every Wednesday. 
Earrings must be removed for this 
lesson and plasters should NOT be 

used to cover them. 

MOON ZOOM!

For Spring 1 the topic MOON ZOOM! 
will allow children to take part in a 
range of foundation and core subjects 
from the National Curriculum.  
However it does lend itself mainly 
developing Design and Technology 
skills. 

DT – design and make space themed 
vehicles with moving parts.

ART – learning about primary colours 
and exploring colours of the different 
planets in space. 

COMPUTING – Using algorithms to use 
Beebots, using drawing software and 
photo editing. 

HISTORY – Significant people and 
changes within living memory –
Astronauts and space, including Neil 
Armstrong.

GEOGRAPHY – using aerial photos and 
maps to compare landscapes.

Welcome to Year 1!
The staff in Year 1 would like to wish you all a happy new year and hope that the Christmas 
break was a happy and fun-filled two weeks.  As we start the new term we would like to thank 
you for your support during the Autumn term.  The last half term was very busy and filled 
with lots of exciting times for the children.  During December the children worked extremely 
hard on their Christmas production and we are sure they made everyone very proud.  

Our thematic topic this half term is called ‘MOON ZOOM’ and we know your children are 
going to complete some fantastic learning around this topic. Children will be exploring lots of 
activities around outer space, different planets and extra terrestrial life. As usual if you have 
any concerns or questions, please don’t hesitate to come and see Year 1 staff Miss Thornton, 
Mrs Kumari and Miss Carless.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Friday 8th February 2019 9am – Class 
Assembly.

Friday 15th February 2019 – Break up for 
half term.



.
Attendance and Punctuality

The continued message from last year is of course that 
‘Every Day Matters’ – every day that your child misses is a day of learning lost. 
Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is in 

school ready to start their learning by 8.50am.   

Literacy
Year 1 will be looking at the text ‘The Gruffalo’ by Julia 
Donaldson.  Children will be able to use this text to help 

develop their language and apply their skills when forming 
sentences.  The children will also be engaging in lots of talk 

for writing which will help them in the speaking and 
listening skills.  We will use drama techniques and role play 

to build up a wide range of vocabulary. 

Numeracy
In the spring term children will explore the area of measure looking at lengths and 
weight, by using different tools and units. Towards the end of the term Year 1 will 

have a big focus on developing their understanding of number and calculation.  This will 
include counting, place value, ordering and comparing numbers and also written and 

mental strategies for calculations. They will also develop their 2, 5 and 10 times tables. 

READING BOOKS AND HOMEWORK - REMINDERS

In Year 1, children are expected to develop some independent work skills. They are 
expected to complete 3 pieces of homework per week.  This will consist of 1 piece from 
the topic homework challenges, Maths homework (application of skills taught from that 
week) and spelling words.  Homework MUST be completed and returned on time every 
Wednesday and a record will be kept monitoring the amount of homework received per 

child.  

Reading at home is also extremely important.  Children are encouraged to read at home 
each night for 20-30 minutes.  This can be ANY form of text including home reading 

books, library books, comics, newspapers, magazines, online books, E-readers and 
tablets.  Anything that is age and ability appropriate for your child should count and 

should be recorded in the red reading journal.  

All children should ensure they bring their reading books in each day and make sure 
they have their red reading journals at all times. The children will be heard read once a 

week and their books will be changed if they have been heard read at home.  If you 
require more information or have any issues then please speak to a member of Year 1 

staff.  

Miss L Thornton, Mrs B Kumari and Miss J Carless


