
Year 5 Newsletter : Autumn 2 2018

P.E
Please ensure that a full P.E kit is in school 
on Monday and it is taken home on Friday to 

be washed.  PE for year 5 is on Friday 
mornings.

As usual, children are expected to wear a 
white t-shirt with dark bottoms and 

appropriate footwear.

Hair should be tied back and jewellery 
should not be worn.

Our new thematic topic is 

‘Scream Machine’

Roll up, roll up! Children are experiencing a day trip 
to a theme park in the classroom to soak up the 
unique sights, smells and sights of the fair.  They 
will experience a simulator roller coaster ride in the 
dark and will design and make their own roller 
coasters.

Design & Technology – This half term we will 
explore a range of everyday systems that use a cam 
mechanism and describe what is happening.  Children 
will follow a set of instructions to make toffee 
apples.

Geography – We will visit websites of theme parks 
outside the UK, and will recognise and describe the 
physical and human features of places, appreciating 
the importance of wider geographical location in 
understanding places.

Computing – To support our learning in this subject, 
we will analyse and compare the websites of the 
UK’s most popular theme parks, and use Purple Mash 
to design and make a roller coaster carriage.  We 
will also be learning about E-safety and ensuring 
children know how to keep safe when they are 
online.

Welcome back to the second half of the Autumn term.  There is a lot going on this term to enrich 
children’s learning, together with Christmas activities towards the end of term.  Please keep a look out 
on the weekly newsletters for further announcements.  Our thematic topic this half term is called 
‘Scream Machine’, but don’t worry it’s not as bad as it sounds.  Children will experience the fun of the 
fair, but in the classroom!

Thank you to all of the parents who were able to come to parents’ evening.  It was lovely to share your 
child’s successes so far.  For those of you who couldn’t attend the evening, please make an appointment 
so that I can share your child’s learning.  Thank you to parents who have signed up to the ‘Marvellous Me’ 
app.  This is another way of sharing your child’s great learning in class.  If you would like to sign up for 
this, then please see one of the year 5 staff who will be glad to assist you.  As always, if you have any 
questions, please feel free to come and see us.

Thanks.
Miss Lee & Miss Evans

Dates for your diary
Friday, 16th November AM – Cinema trip

Wednesday, 14th November – Mobile Library
Wednesday, 21st November – Safeside, Y5/6 

Citizenship Programme
Wednesday, 12th December – Mobile Library

Our topic in Science this 
half term is forces, where 
children will focus on 
balanced and unbalanced 
forces, gravity, friction 
and air resistance. They 
will carry out a research 
on Isaac Newton and 
discover facts about 
gravity, completing a 
comprehension about his 
life and his work.

EVENTS FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 
TERM
Mon 19/Tues 20 Nov  Year 1 Parents’ Consultation Evening 3.30pm – 6.30 pm                                         
Wed 21 Nov Years 5 & 6 Visit to ‘Safeside’                                                                                   
Thurs 22 Nov Reception ‘A Stars’ Walking Activity & Year 6 Parents’ Assembly at 9am                                       
Thurs 29 Nov               Year 5 Inspire Morning  & Year 3 ‘To Go No Go’ Activity                                           
Fri 30 Nov Reception & Nursery Christmas Crafts Morning                                                              
Thurs 6 Dec School Christmas Fayre                                                                                          
Tues 11/Wed 12 Dec     KS1 Xmas Productions at 2pm                                                                           
Tues 18 Dec  AM          Visit to Panto at Forest Arts Centre for Years 3,4,5 & 6                                            
Tues 18 Dec 2pm           KS2 Xmas Production                                                                                
Wed 19 Dec  AM           Visit to Panto at Forest Arts Centre for Years Nursery, Reception 1 & 2  Wed 10 Dec 
6pm           KS2 Xmas Productions                                                                                           Thurs 20 Dec 

Christmas Service at Emmanuel Church at 9.30 am. Parents welcome to 
join us at the Church    
School Christmas Lunch  - Pupils only due to lack of space in 

the hall                  Fri 21 Dec Class Christmas Parties. School closes at the normal 
time for the holidays  Mon 7 Jan INSET Day. School closed to all pupils                                                    
Tues 8 Jan                    School re-opens at the normal time for all pupils



Homework
Year 5 children should be aiming to read at home every day. This should be a combination of their home reading 
book and books which they have chosen for themselves. Encourage your children to read a range of texts as well 

as reading with them to improve their reading fluency, as this should encourage reading for pleasure.

Individual spellings will also be sent home weekly. Your child is expected to learn their spellings by carrying out 
Look, Cover, Write & Check and then using the spellings in context by writing interesting and varied sentences. 
There is also a list of spellings in their Reading Record books which children should be able to spell in Year 5. 

Your child will also have a Reading Journal – We encourage you to write in this book once a week, when you hear 
your child read. We would really love to create a dialogue between parents and school. Thanks. 

Year 5 will also receive their Topic Homework Challenges. They have been designed so that parents and children 
can work together on homework tasks. We hope that you enjoy them.

Homework goes out on a Friday and is due back in school by Wednesday. This gives children an opportunity to 
speak to their teacher on Monday or Tuesday if there is something that they don’t understand.  

.

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message this year is of course that  ‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your 

child misses is a day of learning lost.  Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school 
every day and is in school by 8.50am. Learning tasks begin at 8.50am – if your child arrives at 

9am every day they are missing 50 minutes of learning per week!
We appreciate the importance you put on getting your child to school every day, and we hope to 

see Year 5 win the attendance trophy on many occasions!  Well done to children who have 
achieved 100% attendance for the last half term – keep it up!

Literacy
Our text in Literacy this term is ‘Friend or Foe’ by 

Michael Murpurgo.  We will be looking in close detail at 
the different settings which have been used in the 
story, as well as understanding the main characters 

and their behaviours.  Along with reading the text and 
gaining a deeper understanding of it through different 
types of questions, children will be writing their own 

story based on a child being evacuated during the 
Blitz, using a range of complex sentences, hot-seating 
a character to explore their thoughts and feelings and 

developing characters through description and 
dialogue.

Numeracy
In maths this term we start off with number and place value – reading and partitioning 7 digit numbers, 

and rounding 7 digit numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000.  We will then focus on using written 
methods for multiplication and division, consolidating the skills learned in year 4.  We will move on to 
applying these methods when solving word problems.  The next step of our learning will be based on 

identifying equivalent fractions and comparing and ordering fractions and decimals.  Alongside our daily 
maths lessons, we will have a strong focus on times tables, as these will help in ALL of our maths work. 

It is therefore very important that you support your child to learn their times tables at home on a daily 
basis; this will make your child’s learning in every single lesson so much easier.   In year 5 children should 

already know all of their times tables and division facts up to and including the 12X table.
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