
Year 1 Newsletter : Autumn 2 2018

PE
ALL children will require a full PE Kit 
in YEAR 1. It is advised they leave it 
in school on a Monday and return it 

home for washing on a Friday.  
Earrings must be removed for each 

session and plasters must not be used 
to cover earrings. 

Paws, Claws & Whiskers

For Autumn 2 the topic ‘Paws, Claws & 
Whiskers’ will allow children to take part in 
a range of foundation and core subjects 
from the National Curriculum.  This topic 
does lend itself to focus mainly on ART & 
DESIGN and DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY.

In ART & DESIGN we will be using 
different materials and tools to create 
drawings, collages, models and patterns.

In Geography we will be using maps to 
locate where in the world we would find 
different animals. 

In Science we will be starting a new topic 
all about animals and living things. In this 
topic we will find out about parts of the 
body and different habitats.

We will be making labels in Design and 
Technology using the IPads as part of our 
computing. We will add photos to our labels 
on the IPad. 

Autumn 2 in Year 1
All the staff in Year 1 would like to thank all parents and carers for your support in 

Autumn 1.  The topic ‘Dinosaur Planet’ was very successful and all of the children 
enjoyed the different challenges and tasks.  Our new topic for Autumn 2 is based 

around ‘Paws, Claws & Whiskers’ and we really hope that this will be as successful or 
even more so than our previous topic.  There will be lots of exciting activities and 

challenges for the children to take part in and this will teach them new skills to improve 
their academic levels.  

Thank you to all of those who have already downloaded and signed up to Marvellous Me, 
an app to share achievements and learning with our parents and carers.  If you have not 

already downloaded this app or need any support accessing it, then please speak to a 
member of staff.  

Mrs Z Magee and Ms B Kumari. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Tuesday 18th December – KS1 Pantomime

Thursday 20th December – Christmas parties
Friday 21st December – Carol service 

(Emmanuel Church)

Year 1 Class Author
Our class author in Year 1 is Julia Donaldson.  

We have been enjoying lots of her famous 
stories, such as Tyrannosaurus Drip.  All of the 
children enjoy story time and this is where we 
will share one of her many books.  At home you 

can continue to promote this author by 
borrowing her books from the library, spotting 
her stories and books in shops or by sharing one 

of her stories together. 



READING BOOKS AND HOMEWORK - REMINDERS

In Year 1, children are expected to develop some independent skills. They are 
expected to complete 3 pieces of homework per week.  This will consist of 1 piece from 
the topic homework challenges, maths homework (application of skills taught from that 
week) and spelling words.  Homework MUST be completed and returned on time every 
Wednesday and a record will be kept monitoring the amount of homework received per 

child.  

Reading at home is also extremely important.  Children are encouraged to read at home 
each night for 10-15 minutes.  This can be ANY form of text including home reading 

books, library books, comics, newspapers, magazines, online books, E-readers and 
tablets. 

All children should ensure they bring their reading books in each day and make sure 
they have their red reading journals at all times.  Children will be heard read by one of 
the Year 1 staff each week.  This member of staff will also monitor reading journals 
and change reading books each week.  If you require more information or have any 

issues then please speak to a member of Year 1 staff.  

Start of the day reminders
School start time is 8:50am and children will complete a morning activity, so please ensure your 
child arrives at school on time. Children should enter the building into Year 1 on their own.  For 
safeguarding reasons, parents or other adults should not bring their children into the building. 
For those children wishing to purchase toast and juice, this MUST be paid on a Monday morning 

only and children should bring their money in a named envelope.  If children are absent on a 
Monday, they can pay for toast and juice for the remainder of the week on the day in which 

they return to school. 

Literacy & Phonics
Year 1 children will continue to develop their sound 

awareness in Phonics and will apply these when 
both reading and writing words.  In Literacy the 

children will be focussing on developing their 
language and word skills including, using a capital 
for the pronoun I, leaving spaces between words 

and writing more than one sentence about an idea.  
They will then be able to start applying these new 

words in context and also build up skills of 
sentence structure and punctuation.  Our focus 

texts for this term  will be Where’s my Teddy by 
Jez Alborough and Traction Man by Mini Grey

Numeracy
Year 1 will continue to develop their maths skills into this next half term.  The focus will 

be building on their understanding of number and place value including recalling and 
writing numbers to 100 and counting in steps of 2s, 5s and 10.  The children will then 

apply these skills into basic calculations for multiplication and division. We will begin to 
find halves of shapes and quantities.  In measures we will explore recording lengths and 

heights and start to measure and record time.  


