
Year 4 Newsletter : Autumn 2 2018

P.E
Please ensure your child brings their PE 
kit in every Monday and takes it home 

every Friday. Although children will also 
be swimming, they will still have a 

weekly P.E lesson.

White t-shirt, dark bottoms  and 
appropriate footwear is  the standard 

expectation.

Jewellery is not permitted and long hair 
must be tied back.

Swimming will continue every Monday. 
Girls should bring a one piece swimsuit 

and boys should bring speedo style 
trunks. All children need a hat, towel 

and named bag. 

Thematic Learning

Our topic this half-term is called ‘Playlist’. It is a 
topic from our Cornerstones thematic curriculum 
and draws on all things musical for its inspiration. 
Expect your child to come home full of music 
knowledge and wanting to ask you about your own 
music tastes and preferences.

This topic will require us to become very creative 
during D&T as we will use many skills to design and 
build our own music boxes. We will collect 
information about existing musical boxes by looking 
at their shape, materials and how they function. 
From this, we will sketch our own designs and select 
the best materials and tools to build our own. We 
will be sawing and gluing to build the boxes and use 
hinge joints to secure a functioning lid. We will 
follow health and safety rules carefully and ensure 
we reflect on our design plans throughout the 
project thinking about what went well and what could 
have been improved.

We will look at the history of music and in particular 
we’ll create a timeline of music genres. We will 
discuss which genre is our favourite and think about 
how the music makes us feel.

In computing, we will create a program with a timer 
on Purple Mash and continue to debug our errors to 
ensure our programs work successfully. We will use 
our safety knowledge to understand how to keep us 
safe online when using the iPads.

Date for your diary
Cinema Visit- 16th November 
Pantomime- 19th December

Carol Service at church- 21st December
Break up- 21st December

Welcome back to another half term in Year 4. Autumn 2 is always jam-packed as we head towards 
Christmas, so please keep checking our weekly newsletter for up-to-date information.
May I begin by thanking you for all of your support last half term. We had an amazing turn out for 
parents evening – it was really great to talk to you all about your child’s progress and to see how happy 
you were with their learning..
We would also like to send our thanks for the support that you’ve given your child with their 
Homework Challenges. It’s great to see you working collaboratively and as a family to produce some 
wonderful items. This half term’s topic involves your child finding out about your music preferences so 
be prepared to share your love of music and your favourite artists with them. As always, should you 
have any questions please feel free to come and see a member of the Year 4 team
Miss Casewell and Mrs Marlow

In Science, children will be investigating more about sound before moving on to learn about the three 
different states of matter. During this topic, we will learn how a material can change from a solid to a 
liquid to a gas and back again by naming the processes they go through and understanding how the 
particles behave in each state. 



Homework

In Year 4, children are expected to develop some independent work skills. This includes 
reading (approx 20-30minutes per night) We are trying to encourage a love of reading at 

County Bridge and would love you to share some of your favourite books, stories, poems etc 
with your child. Your child has a Reading Journal and we encourage you to write in this book 

when you hear your child read. We would really love to create a dialogue between parents and 
school.

Individual spellings will also be sent home weekly. Your child is expected to learn their 
spellings by carrying out Look, Cover, Write & Check and then using the spellings in context by 

writing interesting and varied sentences. 

Year 4 have also received their Topic Homework Challenges today. They have been designed 
so that parents and children can work together on homework tasks We hope that you enjoy 
them. It is always lovely to see the wonderful hard work that has gone into the challenges. 

All Homework is due back in school by Wednesday. This gives children an opportunity to speak 
to their teacher on Monday or Tuesday if there is something that they don’t understand.

Please support your child in completing their weekly homework however by Year 4 they really 
need to be developing their independence and should be responsible themselves for bringing it 

back on time.

.
Attendance and Punctuality

The continued message from last year is of course that 
‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child misses is a day of learning lost. 
Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is in 

school ready to start their learning by 8.50am.

Numeracy
This half term, Year 4 will be looking at written methods to solve multiplication and division. We will 
be using different units of measurement to measure and convert weight and length. We will also be 
using measures to calculate the perimeter of shapes. Finally, we will also be looking at a range of 

different shapes and identifying the angles within the shapes. It is now a requirement for all Year 
4 children to know all of their times table facts by the end of the year. Please support your child in 

doing this by helping them at home. Thank you.

Literacy

This half term, we will be looking at a story by our class author-
Anthony Browne called ‘What if?...’ 

We will be using the text to infer characters’ attitudes and 
behaviours and investigate why Anthony Browne wanted to write and 

illustrate such an imaginative story. We will be writing our own 
version of the story based upon our own experiences following a 

similar structure.
Spellings and handwriting will continue to be a focus in class as well 

as being sent home to practise further.


