
Year 5 Newsletter : Autumn 1 2018

P.E
P.E this term will be swimming. Please 
ensure that a swimming kit is in school 

on a Monday.

All children must wear a swimming hat 
and jewellery should not be worn.

Our new thematic topic is 

‘Alchemy Island’

It’s time to suspend your disbelief and open your 
mind.  We’re going on a magical journey to Alchemy 
Island!  Can you find the gold hidden deep within the 
Island’s mysterious landscape?  The only way is to 
study the map, unravel the riddle and begin your 
adventure. 

Geography – This half term children will describe 
and understand key aspects of physical geography, 
including: climate zones, vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes, earthquakes, and the water 
cycle.  They will use the eight points of a compass, 
four and six figure grid references, symbols and key 
to build their knowledge of the UK and the wider 
world.

Computing – Children will use and combine a variety 
of software on a range of digital devices to design 
and create a range of programs, systems and 
content, including collecting, analysing, evaluating 
and presenting data and information.  

Music – To support our learning in this subject, 
children will listen to a range of music with 
attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing 
aural memory.  They will use and understand staff 
and other musical notations.

Design & Technology – Children will use electrical 
systems in a circuit incorporating switches, bulbs, 
buzzers and motors.  They will develop design 
criteria to inform the design of innovative, 
functional, appealing products.

We would like to welcome you all back to school to a new term after the long summer holidays!                
We hope that you have all had a fantastic summer break and that all children are well rested and ready 
for the new challenges ahead. The Year 5 staff team are all feeling really positive about our learning 
journey over the next year and we are hoping, that as parents, you will join us in supporting your child in 
any way that you can. 
We have lots of fun things to look forward to in Autumn 1 – notably our whole school trip to Llandudno. 
Letters explaining what you can expect from this trip and what your child will need to bring will be 
handed out very soon – so watch this space!  
We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the children on their mature attitude during 
transition week. They settled quickly into Year 5 showing a range of skills and personalities!
Year 5 this year will be taught by Miss Lee and our teaching assistant will be Miss Evans.  Miss Snowball 
will be teaching daily Literacy lessons with Miss Lee.  Please make sure that you come and speak to us if 
you have any queries or concerns so we can make this year a great success.

Thanks.
Year 5 staff

Dates for your diary
Friday 21st September – Llandudno Beach Trip

Thursday 13th September – Roald Dahl Day
Thursday 11th October – Parents’ Evening

Thursday 18th October – Harvest Festival - 9.30 am 
(parents welcome).

In Science, we will be 
learning about the 
changes that human 
beings experience as they 
develop to old age.  
Children will learn about 
the life cycle of a human 
being, and will investigate 
the development of 
babies.  They will also 
compare the gestation 
periods of humans and 
other animals.



Homework
Year 5 children should be aiming to read at home every day. This should be a combination of their home reading 
book and books which they have chosen for themselves. Encourage your children to read a range of texts as well 

as reading with them as this should encourage reading for pleasure.

Individual spellings will also be sent home weekly. Your child is expected to learn their spellings by carrying out 
Look, Cover, Write & Check and then using the spellings in context by writing interesting and varied sentences. 
There is also a list of spellings in their Reading Record books which children should be able to spell in Year 5. 

Your child will also have a Reading Journal – We encourage you to write in this book once a week, when you hear 
your child read. We would really love to create a dialogue between parents and school. Thanks. 

Year 5 will also receive their Topic Homework Challenges. They have been designed so that parents and children 
can work together on homework tasks. We hope that you enjoy them.

Homework goes out on a Friday and is due back in school by Wednesday. This gives children an opportunity to 
speak to their teacher on Monday or Tuesday if there is something that they don’t understand.  

.

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message this year is of course that  ‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your 

child misses is a day of learning lost.  Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school 
every day and is in school by 8.50am. Learning tasks begin at 8.50am – if your child arrives at 

9am every day they are missing 50 minutes of learning per week!
We appreciate the importance you put on getting your child to school every day, and we hope to 

see Year 5 win the attendance trophy on many occasions!

Literacy
We start this half term developing our use of language 

by reading and analysing the text ‘Engelbert Sneem 
and his Dream Vacuum Cleaner’ by Daniel Postgate.

We will look at the author’s style of writing in detail, 
and access a variety of genres through studying this 

text.  There will be a strong focus on SPaG 
terminology and spellings that children will use in their 

daily writing.

Numeracy
In maths this term we will concentrate on number and place value – reading, writing, ordering and 

comparing numbers, rounding and identifying the place value in large whole numbers before moving on to 
consolidating our understanding of addition and subtraction.  Alongside our daily maths lessons, we will 
have a strong focus on times tables, as these will help in ALL of our maths work. It is therefore very 

important that you support your child to learn their times tables at home on a daily basis; this will make 
your child’s learning in every single lesson so much easier. Supporting activities will be sent home using 

our ‘Rainbow Challenge Times Table Programme’
Please ask should you require extra support in this matter.


