
Year 1 Newsletter : Autumn 1 2018

P.E
We encourage all children to bring their full 

P.E kit into school on Monday and take it 
home on Friday. YEAR 1 currently have PE 

every Wednesday. Earrings must be 
removed for this lesson and plasters should 

NOT be used to cover them. Long hair 
should be tied up.

Dinosaur Planet 

For Autumn 1 the topic DINOSAUR 
PLANET will allow children to take part in 
a range of foundation and core subjects 
from the National Curriculum.  This topic 
does lend itself to focus mainly on 
HISTORY however there are links to 
other subjects:

History – events beyond living memory 
such as the life of the dinosaurs and 
exploring fossil artefacts.

Computing – Programming a floor robot 
and using algorithms

D&T – Design and making sock puppets

Geography – Comparing locations and 
exploring different landscapes

Welcome to Year 1!
All the staff in Year 1 would like to welcome all of our children, parents and carers back 
into the new academic school year.  We hope you have all had an excellent break over the 
summer and that your children are enthusiastic to start their learning journey into Year 1. 

Here is our newsletter to inform you all on the things that happen in Autumn Term 1 in 
Year 1. 

Reception to Year 1 Changes
The curriculum in Year 1 is very different in subject content, structure and organisation 

compared to the EYFS framework in Reception.  Even though learning is fun, enjoyable and 
full of knowledge, lessons will be more formal and structured this year.  Some children 

may find this transition a challenge and may take time to settle into the new expectations 
and routines of the National Curriculum.  If you have any queries or concerns then please 

speak to a member of Year 1 Staff.  

Thank you for your support. Mrs Magee, Miss Bray and Ms Kumari.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday 21st September – Whole school trip to 

Llandudno
Thursday 11th October – Parents’ evening
Thursday 17th October – Harvest festival 

9:30am - parents welcome.

Toast and Juice

Children in Year 1 are now able to purchase 
toast and juice for a snack at break time, if 

they wish.  Toast and juice are 30p EACH so a 
for a full week’s toast and juice would total £3.  
Money for the full week should be brought into 
school on a Monday, ideally in a named envelope 

and should be handed to the class teacher. 



Homework

In Year 1, children are expected to develop some independent work skills. This 
includes reading (approx 20 minutes per night).  We are trying to encourage a love of 
reading at County Bridge and would love you to share some of your favourite books, 

stories, poems etc with your child. Reading books will also be sent home from school & 
your child will have the opportunity to take a free choice book out from our school 
library. School reading books will be changed once a week on a Friday and we are 

encouraging pupils to reread their book throughout the week to build up their word 
recognition skills and develop fluency.  Year 1 pupils MUST bring their reading books 

to school every day to be used in Guided Reading sessions.  

Your child will also have a Reading Journal – We encourage you to write in this book at 
least once a week when you hear your child read. We would really love to create a 

dialogue between parents and school.  Thank You.

Individual spellings will also be sent home weekly. Your child is expected to learn their 
spellings by carrying out Look, Cover, Write & Check and then using the spellings in 

context by writing interesting and varied sentences within lessons. 

Year 1 will also receive their Topic Homework Challenges this week.  They have been 
designed so that parents and children can work together on homework tasks and earn 

points for each task chosen. We hope that you enjoy them. 

Homework is due back in school by Wednesday. This gives children an opportunity to 
speak to their teacher on Monday or Tuesday if there is something that they don’t 

understand. 

.

Attendance and Punctuality
The continued message from last year is of course that 

‘Every Day Matters’ – Every day that your child misses is a day of learning lost. 
Please support us by ensuring that your child attends school every day and is in 

school ready to start their learning by 8.50am.   

Literacy and Phonics
In Literacy the children will be focusing on 

developing their language and phonics skills.  They 
will then be able to start applying these new skills in 

context. We will be focusing on capital letters, 
finger spaces and full stops in our writing. Our text 

focus for this half term will be looking at stories 
from our class author Julia Donaldson. Our main 
focus will be on Tyrannosaurus Drip, we will be 

creating descriptions of characters and settings.  

Numeracy
The children will start Year 1 by counting up to 20 forwards and back, recognising number 
names in words and amounts, ordering numbers from smallest to largest, and identify the 

larger or smaller number. They will begin to explore numbers beyond 20 and start to count 
in steps of 2, 5 and 10.  Year 1 will also explore practical methods for both addition and 

subtraction and will also start to form simple jottings.  Year 1 will conclude the half term 
by exploring both 2d and 3d shapes focusing on their names and properties. 


