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Curriculum Overview for Year 4 2014-15 
 

 Reading 

 

 Secure decoding of unfamiliar  

 words 

 Read for a range of purposes 

 Retell some stories orally 

 Discuss words & phrases that  

 capture the imagination 

 Identify themes & conventions 

 Retrieve & record information 

 Make inferences & justify  

 predictions 

 Recognise a variety of forms of  

 poetry 

 Identify & summarise ideas 

English 

 Writing 

 Correctly spell common  

        homophones 

 Increase regularity of handwriting 

 Plan writing based on familiar  

        forms 

 Organise writing into paragraphs 

 Use simple organisational devices 

 Proof-read for spelling &  

        punctuation errors 

 Evaluate own and others’ writing 

 Read own writing aloud 

 

 

 

 Grammar 

 

 Use wider range of conjunctions 

 Use perfect tense appropriately 

 Select pronouns and  

nouns for clarity 

 Use & punctuate  

direct speech 

 Use commas after fronted 

adverbials 

 

 Speaking & Listening 

 

 Articulate & justify opinions 

 Speak audibly in Standard English 

 Gain, maintain & monitor interest of  

                           listeners 

Art & Design 

 

      Pupils will be taught to develop their techniques, including their  

      control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation  

      and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. 

 

 Create sketch books to record their observations and use them 

 to review and revisit ideas 

 Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including 

drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials  

[for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

 Learn about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

Computing 

                  CS 

 Write programs that accomplish specific goals 

 Use sequence in programs 

 Work with various forms of input 

 Work with various forms of output 

                                IT 

 Use search technologies effectively 

 Use a variety of software to accomplish given 

goals 

 Collect information 

 Design and create content 

 Present information 

                  DL 

 Use technology responsibly 

 Identify a range of ways to report concerns about contact 

    Design                        Design & Technology 
 Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of 

      products that are fit for purpose.  

 Generate, develop, model and communicate ideas 

     Make 

 Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment 

 Select from and use a wider range of materials and components. 

      Evaluate 

 Investigate and analyse a range of existing  

products 

 evaluate ideas and products against own design  

criteria  

 understand how key events and individuals have helped  

                  shape the world 

            Technical Knowledge 

      Strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex structures 

 Use mechanical systems in products  

 Use electrical systems in their products 

 Apply understanding of computing to program, monitor and control products. 

 

Geography 
 Locational Knowledge 

 Identify the position                               and significance of latitude, 

longitude, Equator,                                  Northern Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the Tropics                       of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle, the                           Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time 

zones (including day and night). 

 Human & Physical Geography – describe and understand aspects of 

 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 

rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic 

activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water 

 Geographical skills & fieldwork 

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 

and describe features studied 

 use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and 

physical features in the local area using a range of methods. 

 

 Number/Place Value 

 Know all tables to 12 x 12 

 Secure place value to 1000 

 Use negative whole numbers 

 Round numbers to nearest 10, 100  

or 1000 

 Use Roman numerals to 100 (C) 

 

 Calculation 
 Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using 

the formal written methods of  

 Column addition and subtraction where appropriate 

 Estimate and use inverse operations to check 

answers to a calculation 

 Solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in 

contexts, deciding which operations and methods to 

use and why. 

 Recognise and use factor pairs in mental calculations 

 Multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-

digit number using formal written  

 layout 

 Solve problems involving multiplying and adding, 

including multiplying two digit numbers by one digit 

 

Mathematics 

 Measurement 

 Convert between different units of measure 

 Find area by counting squares 

 Calculate rectangle perimeters 

 Estimate & calculate measures 

 Read, write and convert time between analogue 

and digital 12- and 24-hourclocks 

 Solve problems involving converting from hours 

to minutes; minutes to seconds;  

years to months; weeks to days. 

 Geometry – Properties of shapes 

 Compare 2-d shapes, including  

quadrilaterals & triangles 

 Identify acute, obtuse & right  

angles 

 Identify symmetry 

 Geometry – Position and direction 

 Use first quadrant coordinates 

 Introduce simple translations 

 Statistics 

 Use bar charts, pictograms & line 

graphs 

 

 Fractions & decimals 

 

 Recognise tenths & hundredths 

 Identify equivalent fractions 

 Add & subtract fractions with  

common denominators 

 Recognise common equivalents 

 Round decimals to whole  

numbers 

 Solve money problems 

    Modern     Languages 

         Oracy 
 Listen to and identify                               words and short phrases 

 Communicate by asking                              and answering a wider range of 

questions 

 Memorise and present a                         short text. 

Literacy 
 Read and understand familiar written phrases  

 Follow a short text while listening and reading, saying some of the text  

 Read a wider range of words, phrases and sentences aloud  

 Write some familiar words and phrases without help 

Intercultural Understanding 
 Talk about celebrations of which they have experience  

 Know about similar celebrations in other cultures  

 Compare aspects of everyday life at home and abroad  

 Identify similarities in traditional stories 

Music 

  

 Play and perform in                            solo and ensemble contexts, 

using their voices and                        playing musical instruments with 

increasing accuracy,                           fluency, control and expression 

  

 Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter- 

          related dimensions of music    

                   Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 

                    increasing aural memory 

 Use and understand staff and other musical 

notations 

 Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-

quality live and recorded music drawn  

                                        from different traditions and from great 

                                        composers and musicians            

 Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Science 

Living things and their habitats 

Recognise that living things can                                be grouped in a variety of ways 

Explore and use classification                                   keys to help group, identify and 

name a variety of living things.                                   Recognise that environments can 

change and that this can sometimes                        pose dangers to living things. 

Animals including humans 

Describe the simple function of the digestive system in humans 

Identify teeth in humans and their simple functions 

Construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying producers, predators and 

prey. 

States of Matter 

Compare and group solids, liquids and gases together. Observe that some materials 

change state when they are heated or cooled. Identify evaporation and condensation in 

the water cycle. 

Sound 

Identify how sounds are made. Recognise that vibrations travel through a medium to the 

ear. Find patterns between the pitch and the object that produced it. Find patterns 

between the volume of a sound and the strength of the vibrations that produced it 

Recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound source increases. 

Electricity 

 Identify common appliances that run on electricity 

Construct a simple series electrical circuit. Identify simple series circuit.  

Recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit. Recognise some common conductors 

and insulators 

History 

 

 The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to  

the time of Edward the Confessor 

 A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 

chronological knowledge beyond 1066 (through Cornerstones topic  

1066) 

 a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history– 

(through Cornerstones topic Road Trip USA – Native American  

Iroquois tribe) 

  Physical    Education 
 Use running, jumping,                              throwing and catching in isolation and 

in combination 

 Play competitive games,                            and apply basic  

principles suitable for                              attacking and defending 

 Develop flexibility, strength,                 technique, control and balance  

 Perform dances using a range of movement patterns 

 Take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually and 

within a team 

 Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement 

to achieve their personal best. 

 Swim competently, confidently and proficiently over a distance of at least 25 

metres 

 Use a range of strokes effectively  

 Perform safe self-rescue in different water-based situations. 

  Religious  Education 
Beliefs, Identity and Values: 

Jewish people, Sikh and Christians 

• Explore what Jewish, Christian                                and Sikh  people say about God 

• Find out about how Jewish people                          value the Ten    

• Find out about Christian belief                            about Jesus 

• Find out what Hindus believe about God and their Gurus 

                                      Ways of life and ways of expressing meaning: Muslims and 

                     Christians 

                Explore the Muslim practice of Five Pillars of the Faith. 

·                                  Explore the ways Christians pray, including looking at  

                                   the text of the Lord’s Prayer and Psalm 23. 

·                                  Find out about mosques and their beauty, use and form. 

·                                  Find out about Christian music used in worship. 

Religious beliefs about the world: Hindus and Christians  

·  Using stories from the scriptures, find out why some Hindus and Christians  

   want to look after the earth. 

·  Identify some problems that come from not caring for the earth. 

·  Look at some Hindu and Christian creation stories and ways of expressing wonder  
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Computing : CO7 : Use technology 
safely, respectfully and responsibly; 
recognise acceptable/unacceptable 
behaviour; identify a range of ways 
to report concerns about content 
and contact. 
Missing from Cornerstones units but 
will be covered through E-Safety 
Week and ongoing reinforcement 
during internet use and PSHE.  

   

 


